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Burundi 


Constitutional Referendum Scheduled for 9 March 


EA1402060992 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Elections in Burundi—Everything has been done 
so that the political timetable may be respected. First of 
all, there will be the referendum on the adoption of the 
constitution on 9 Ma:-h. The referendum will be by 
universal suffrage and secret ballot. Every Burundian 
citizen residing in the nation or outside the country who 
fulfills the conditions required by law is therefore called 
upon to take part in the referendum. 


For Burundians residing outside, voting will take place 
at the offices of the diplomatic and consular services. 


In order to permit better organization of the elections, a 
national electoral commission called the Commission 
Charged with the Preparation, Organization, and Conduct 
of the Referendum has just been sei up. The commission is 
made up of 35 people, including two women. 


The referendum on the adoption of the Burundi draft 
constitution, will be followed by legislative elections 
which will be held before the end of this year and the 
presidential elections planned for next year. 


Congo 


Report on Premier Milongo’s News Confevence 


AB1302115092 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Congolaise Network in French 1830 GMT 12 Feb 92 


[Text] Prime Minister Andre Milongo has held a news 
conference with the national and international press. 
During the conference, the head of the transitional 
government answered questions on national and inter- 
national developments. Lucien Mbeka Menganin was at 
the news conference and reports: 


{Menganin] Before answering the many questions from 
reporters, Prime Minister Milongo expressed his deter- 
mination to carry the transition period through. He 
expressed the hope of seeing the attainment of national 
consensus on national unity and peace. To achieve this, 
a truce is necessary, he said. The prime minister paid 
tribute to the Higher Council of the Republic [CSR] for 
demonstrating a lofty stance and political maturity by 
voting the economic revival and financial stabilization 
program. The CSR has thereby set the pace to be 
followed in efforts to promote the country’s economic 
development, which implies that the entire nation 
should be alive to the situation. Congo, he said, remains 
an example at a time when several African countries are 


still groping to achieve democracy. 


The reporters asked questions on a wide range of issues 
including politics, economy, and international relations. 
They asked Mr. Milongo what his reaction was after the 
repeat postponement of the referendum? Mr. Milongo 
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said he accepted the CSR's decision, but expressed the 
view that the referendum could have been held all the 
same on 16 February since head counts cannot be 
(?perfect), even in older democratic (countries). [Words 
indistinct] following the head count, there will be no 
major changes. 


Concerning the mistakes reported, he pointed out that 
the forged voters’ cards and the consignment of fake 
ballot papers sent «» Gabon [as heard] was not the 
government's making. Furthermore, Mr. Milongo said 
that enemies will continue to act underground using 
other means. 


Concerning the Yanga affair, the prime minister said the 
case had been referred to the French justice department. 
Bernard Yanga [implicated in the French UTA DC-10 
disaster], a Congolese citizen, who had not been 
indicted, escaped from detention during the political and 
military crisis which our country went through. It was 
not in government's interest to help Mr. Yanga escape. 
The government is concerned about this affair. 


On the current political climate, the prime minister 
expressed frustration at the attitudes of some political 
leaders who claim to be in the opposition while the 
current government is only implementing the decisions 
of the sovereign national conference. 


On the economic front, the reporters wanted to know 
what windfall was to be expected from the economic 
recovery and financial stabilization program. The prime 
minister first said that the program is only a framework 
to guide government. No immediate windfall should be 
expected, he said, adding: It is not sufficient to draw up 
an economic program and an investment code to achieve 
economic successes. Better conditions involving fiscal 
and legal measures must be created. 


On the various measures contained in the economic 
recovery and financial stabilization program, such as job 
retrenchments in the Civil Service, Mr. Milongo said a 
study will be carried out first, adding: No hasty measure 
will be taken. 


On the audit ordered into oil revenue management, the 
prime minister said that after the many misunderstand- 
ings that surfaced between oil companies and auditing 
firms over the terms of reference, the two sides have now 
agreed to resume and pursue their discussions. 


Congolese reporters wanted to know the steps that have 
been taken by government to ensure the repatriation of 
funds deposited in foreign banks. In reply to this ques- 
tion, Mr. Milongo said that the procedure is long and 
involves a lot of expenses. Despite the difficulties, he 
said, the procedure is under way. He, however, expressed 
the belief that such a problem should be taken up and 
tackled by the international community, because it is 
hard to understand how underdeveloped countries 
should be looted to such an extent. 


~ 


two peoples, 

peoples. Our historical bonds will always 
. He, however, pointed out that the 
must differentiate between the policies 
pursued by the French Government and those pursued 


by oil companies. 
0 


n the international situation, Mr. Milongo expressed 
the view that there will be two major poles of power in 
the world, namely the United States on the one hand, 
and the whole of Europe—that is East and West 


PRC with over | billion inhabitants, and Korea. 


The last question put to Andre Milongo was whether he 
had recovered his morale following last January's events, 
and whether he felt he was really the prime minister that 
emerged from the national conference. Mr. Milongo said 
his morale had never been affected. He said he hoped to 
carry through his assignment in the transition period, 
and to hand over power under auspicious conditions. 


French Embassy Said To Protest Magazine Article 


AB1 302152092 Paris AFP in French 1646 GMT 
10 Feb 92 


[Text] Brazzaville, 7 Feb [date as received] (AFP)—The 
French Embassy in Congo on the morning of Monday, 
10 February, protested to the Congolese minister of 
foreign affairs over the publication in a magazine last 
week of an article calling for the “massacre of French 
nationals” because of their country's behavior in Africa, 
it was learned from informed sources in Brazzaville on 
Monday afternoon. 


This magazine, LA RUMEUR, an independent satiric 
monthly, in its February issue which appeared on 6 
February, called on Congolese to “massacre whites, 
especially the French,” to protest France's policy in 
Africa, and in Brazzaville. “Woe betide France and the 
French in Africa; we knc w how to react in the event of a 
French invasion under the fallacious excuse of protecting 
French nationals,” LA RUMEUR continued. Before 
“your commandos arrive, we would have massacred all 
the whites,” the magazine added. 


Furthermore, the monthly stated that “France is a place 
where African genocide is plotted every day,” and 
decried France's support “for African dictators,” 
notably, Zairian President Mobutu Sese Seko and Togo- 
lese President Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


Informed sources in Brazzaville say this monthly maga- 


zine belongs to a close relation of the Congolese prime 
minister. 
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Equatorial Guinea 


‘Opposition Sources’ Detail Colleagues’ Arrests 
AB1302190092 Paris AFP in English 1017 GMT 
13 Feb 92 


[Text] Libreville, Feb 13 (AFP)}—Several members of the 
underground opposition have been arrested this week in 
the West African state of Equatorial Guinea, opposition 
sources said here Thursday. 


Damian Miko Anaba, secretary of the exiled Guinea 
arrested for “subversive propaganda” and were being 
held in Malabo. 


He identified them as Jose Luis Nvumba, a former 
senior justice ministry official. Jose Antonio Doronsoro, 
a former planning official, Arsenio Bacale and Celestino 
Molongua. 


Or Sunday, police arrested Placido Miko, another oppo- 
sition member, as he sought to hand over an under- 
ground newspaper to a passenger leaving for Spain. 


A law opening the way to multiparty politics was pro- 
mulgated last month by the government of President 
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasoge, who has ruled since 
seizing power in a military coup in 1979. 


Rwanda 


Habyarimana Meets With Political Party Leaders 


EA1302164092 Kigal: Radiodiffusion Nationale 
de la Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 
11 Feb 92 


[Excerpts] Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, rf, esi- 
dent of the Republic, and officials of the legally recog- 
nized political parties in Rwanda met at Urugwiro 
village this afternoon to relaunch their discussions on 
forming a transitional multiparty government. 

In his short speech, the president of the Republic reported 
on other discussions which he had held with representatives 
of political parties with a view toward forming a multiparty 
government, but as you know, he added, the setting up of 
this multiparty government was not possible because certain 
political parties refused to join the government formed on 
(730) December 1991 by Prime Minister Sylvestre Nsanzi- 
mana. The most important thing, the head of state stated in 
his speech, is that all the parties have committed themselves 
to continuing the negotiations on the setting up of a pluralist 
government. 

Even during the negotiations which I held with the 
representatives of the Republican Democratic Move- 
ment, the Liberal Party, the Social Democratic Party, the 
ruling National Revolutionary Development Movement, 
and the Christian Democratic Party around the end of 
the month of January, the head of state stated, all of 
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them agreed with the idea of negotiation and I am very 
satisfied with the fact that the legally recognized political 
parties have not missed today’s rendezvous. 


In order to continue the negotiations smoothly and after 
having exchanged views with the (?prime minister) 
[words indistinct], the president of the Republic [words 
indistinct] team of three persons, [words indistinct] 
Finance Minister Enoch Ruhigira. The choice of the 
team members, the president of the Republic said, was 
motivated by the fact that the three persons had moni- 
tored closely other negotiations which [words indistinct] 
took place. The team will hold frequent meetings with 
officials f:om political parties to decide on actions to be 
taken to form this pluralist government. The team will 
have to inform the head of state regr larly on the progress 
of the negotiations and on their outcome. The head of 
state will himself meet representatives of the political 
parties every time it 1s necessary. [passage omitted] 


While waiting for the pluralist government to be formed, 
it is absolutely right, the president of the Republic said, 
for the government formed by Prime Minister Nsanzi- 
mana to continue its work aimed at restoring peace and 
bringing development to the Rwandan people. 


At this juncture, the head of state once again asked the 
Rwandan people and the members of all political parties 
to show tolerance and mutual respect. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Defense Ministry Reports Attacks Along Border 
LD1302214892 Kinshasa Zaire OZRT Television 
Network in French 1900 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] The Ministry of National Defense, Territorial 
Security, and Veterans communicates that some uncon- 
trolled elements coming from abroad have atiacked the 
bord. iocalities of Lamia, Kamango, and Kapola in the 
district of Watalinga in north Kivu. They plundered and 
vandalized properties of peaceful citizens. The elements 
of the Zairian Armed Forces of the Butembo barracks 
have driven them out and neutralized them. The situa- 
tion is completely under the control of the Zairian 
Armed Forces. 
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National Assembly Chairman Meets With Israeli Envoy 
F 41302201092 Bukavu Voix du 72ire in French 
0430 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Mr. [mame indistinct], the chairman of the 
National Assembly, held talks yesterday with the Israeli 
ambassador to Zaire, Mr. Avital. The Israeli diplomat 
expressed his vountry’s desire to see the mission of 
Monsignor \ ionsengwo, chairman of the interim bureau 
of Zaire’s national conference, whose proceedings have 
been suspended by Mr. Nguza Karl-Il-Bond’s gov 2m- 
ment, conclude with a quick positive solution to the 
social crisis shaking Zaire. 


At 1700 Kinshasa time today, members of the three 
components of the sovereign national conference who 
have met Monsigncr Monsengwo will meet the chairman 
of the inter: bureau of the Higher Portfolio Council, 
CNS [naiie, ac‘onym as heard]. [passage indistinct] 


Party Proposes Formation of Third Political Force 
AB1302150592 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 10 Feb 92 


[Text] A third political force will be formed in Zaire in 
the coming weeks. This was the suggestion made by 
Raymond Tshibanda, secretary general of the Liberal 
Democratic Christian Party [PLDC], and former UN 
High Commission for Refugees functionary. From Kin- 
shasa, Kemanda Wakamanda Muzembi reports: 


[Begin recording] The Tnumph of Nationalist Demo- 
crats is the name proposed for the third political force in 
Zaire. It will regroup all the liberal parties which neither 
back the president's group nor the Sacred Union, the two 
groups that are presently dominating the Zairian polit- 
ical scene and which are accused of intolerance which 
has caused a deadlock in the democratic process. 


Raymond Tshibanda, initiator of the alliance of nation- 
alist democrats, said by eliminating the bipolarization of 
the political scene, this new force would have a very 
important role to play, especially in the conclusion of a 
political pact for problem-free coexistence. 


It is likely that the PLDC’s call will be heard by other 
political groups, especially those who have always con- 
demned negotiations outside the national conference. 
Many, among these, have already expressed their sup- 
port for this idea. [end recording] 
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Ethiopia 


Documents on Haile Selassie’s Death Reported 


” 1402060592 Addis Ababa ENA in English 
1750 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 13th February (ENA)}—Official 
documents unveiling the mysterious death of the late 
Emperor Haile Selassie and the murder of 60 former 
high-ranking officials by the fascist Dergue regime have 
been found. Official records released by the police indi- 
cate conclusively that a decision to the effect that all 
necessary measures be taken against the emperor had 
been passed in the last week of August of 1974. The step 
to get rid of the late emperor was found necessary to 
dispel the hope of the naive that he would make a 
comeback and regain power. 


According to official documents, the monarch was suf- 
fering from prostate gland disease and was taken tc 
hospital. He was later reported to have been oversleeping 
just three days before his death. It was decided that his 
death be announced in brief and he be buried in secret. 


Regarding the killing of the 60 top officials, according to 
the documents, a consensus was reached that a “political 
measure” be taken against them without delay. The 
execution of the 60 officials of the Haile Selassie regime 
was witnessed by ten individuals who were present on 
the occasion, according to the documents. 


[Paris AFP in English at 2057 GMT on 13 February in 
an Addis Ababa-datelined item adds, “The bodies of 
Ethiopia's last emperor, Haile Selassie, and 62 of his 
ministers will be exhumed starting on Friday [14 Feb- 
ruary] so they can be given an official funeral, Ethiopian 
television reported Thursday. 


“The interim government of President Meles Zenawi 
was asked by the ad-hoc ‘committee for the restoration 
of a constitutional monarchy in Ethiopia’ to exhume 
Haile Selassie so he could be ceremonially buried in the 
presence of his exiled relatives who are now in Britain. 
However, the interim government appears anxious to 
expedite the emperor's funeral as much as possible to 
avoid any demonstrations, and this will apparently not 
leave time to arrange for his relatives to be flown in for 
the ceremony. 


“Also to be disinterred are 12 generals executed after unsuc- 
cessfully attempting to overthrow pro-communist dictator 
Mengistu Haile Mariam i:. ...ay 1989, the television said. 


“Haile Selassie died aged 83 in August 1975, less than a year 
after being deposed on September |2 1974. He had reigned 
for 46 years. He had been in custody since his overthrow, 
and died two months after a prostate operation.”’} 
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Meles Holds Talks With PRC's Yang Fechang 


EA1302185092 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] President Meles Zenawi has met and held talks 
with the PRC vice toreign minister on the relations 
between their countries and how to strengthen them. 
During the meeting the president said that their long- 
standing fnendship was based on his*sina! ties and that 
there were broad bases for finding the two countries in 
economics, politics, and culture. He said «he current visit 
by Mr. Yang Fuchang will make a great contribution to 
the efforts 10 move the relations and cooperation 
between the two countries forward to a new stage. He 
gave assurances that the Ethiopian transitional govern- 
ment will do everything possible to th’s end. 


The vice foreign minister, on his part, expressed his 
admiration for the efforts made by the Ethiopian transi- 
tional government to forge good relations and coopera- 
tion with the international community based on the new 
policy of the country. He also noted that the new 
[Ethiopian] economic policy invites both local and for- 
eign investors and that it will make a very great contni- 
bution to the development of the country. He also said 
the policy which the PRC followed until 1978 was very 
wrong, but following the later changes the country is 
showing great movement in the economic sphere. 


The president and the vice foreign minister exchanged 
views on the prevailing situations in their respective 
countries. 


Kenya 


Security Stepped Up Along Border With Somalia 


EA1302202592 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 13 Feb 92 


{Excerpts} His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi 
today said the government will step up security along the 
Kenya-Somali border so as to curb any acts of banditry. 
The president said because of the instability in Somalia, 
there was a large influx of refugees crossing the border 
into Kenya, some with ammunition that could hurt 
Kenyans. He therefore directed the commissioner of 
police to increase the number of security personnel along 
the border from Lamu to Mandera. 


The president assured Kenyans living along the border 
that the government was committed to the protection of 
wananchi [citizens] and their property. He, however, 
asked wananchi to cooperate with the security personnel 
by reporting any suspicious person to the authorities. 


President Moi was addressing a mammoth rally at Lamu 
stadium on the historic ancient coastal island of Lamu. 


On the issue of national identity cards, President Moi 
told the officers charged with the responsibility along 
border areas to scrutinize and verify the nationality of 
the ID seekers. 
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The president announced that the government will soon 
launch registration of voters exercise for eligible 
wananchi to register. He said the ruling party, KANU 
{Kenya Afncan National Union! upholds the ideals of 
democracy and assured Kenyans that every eligible voter 
will have a chance to exercise his or her democratic nght. 
President Moi explained that KANU will hold prelimi- 
nary elections which will give the wananchi 4 chance to 
nominate KANU candidates for both civic and parlia- 
mentary elections. He said unlike other opposition par- 
ties, KANU need not transport people to its rallies as it 
enjoys Massive support countryside. 


The president commended Lamu people for remaining 
united and firm in their support fi r the ruling party, KANU. 


President Moi noted that Kenya had made great devel- 
opment since attaining independence in 1963 due to 
national unity and appealed to Kenyans to maintain that 
unity. Noting that there were different communities 
settled in Lamu district, President Moi urged them to 
live harmoniously. [passage omitted] The president fur- 
ther announced that the government had set aside 60 
million shillings for the tarmacking of Garsen-Mokowe 
road. He added that the government will also improve 
Mokowe-Kihunda) road for faster and easy communi- 
cation. [passage omitted] 


Uasin Gishi Ethnic Clashes Prompt Curfew 


EA13022020\'2 Nairobi KNA in English 1212 GMT 
13 Feb 92 


{Excerpts} Eldoret, 1 3th February (KNA)}—The govern- 
ment has imposed a curfew between Maili 13 and 
Chemoi areas in Uasin Gishu [Rift Valley] and Kaka- 
mega districts to curb ethnic clashes which resurged in 
the area at the weekend. 


Announcing the imposition of the curfew yesterda_, the 
Uasin Gishu District Commissioner [DC], Mr. Paul 
Langat, also directed that private motorists will not be 
allowed to drive around the affected areas after 6 p.m. 
with effect from today, Thursday. The ban, he said, did 
not, however, affect heavy commercial vehicles. The DC 
ordered businessmen who operate between Maili | 3 and 
Chemoi tn the two districts to ensure that their premises, 
including bars, are closed by 6 p.m. 


Mr. Langat announced that several people had been 
arrested in connection with the clashes and that they 
were being interrogated to establish the masterminds of 
the violence. 


The DC assured the local people that security had been 
intensified in the affected areas and directed chiefs and 
their assistants to form village committees to monitor 
the security in their respective areas. Any chief found to 
be lax would be 4isciplined, he said. 


Mr. Langat, who had earlier been challenged by an 
Eldoret elder from Mautuma Scheme in Kakamega Dis- 
trict to justify the salary of the taxpayers he was drawing 
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while the same taxpayers were having their houses burnt 
and property looted in the ethnic clashes, told the rally 
that he would personally monitor the situation to ensure 
that peace was restored in ihe area. [passage omitted} 


The DC censured rumor-mongers for fuelling the clas Yes 
and criticized church leaders in the area for dving 
nothing to help end the clashes. 


New National Youth Organization Formed 
EA1302201592 Nairabi KTN Television in Engash 
1000 GMT 13 Feb 92 


'Excerpt] A new organization called the National Youths 
of Kenya, NYOK, was formed today with the aim of 
enabling the Kenyan youths to fully participate in the 
social, economic development of the nation. Its interim 
chairman, Argwings Okonda, said the organization was 
nonpolitical and nonpartisan. He said they will strive to 
improve the welfare and living standards of all the 
youths throughout the country. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 
Reportage on Visit by Rwandan Foreign Minister 


Arrives 12 February 


EA1402131292 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale 
de la Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 
12 Feb 92 


[Text] Dr. Casimir Bizimungu, the minister of foreign 
affairs, started a five-day official visit to the United 
Republic of Tanzania today [12 February] at the invita- 
tion of the Tanzanian Government. 


On arrival at Dar es Salaam International Airport, 
Minister Bizimungu and his delegation were received by 
his Tanzanian counterpart, Brother Ahmed Hassan 
Diria, in the company of Thomas Munyaneza, the 
Rwandan ambassador to Tanzania, and Mrs. Dorah 
Mbezi, the Tanzanian ambassador to Rwanda. 


The Rwandan foreign minister will hold talks with 
several Tanzanian authorities, including President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi. He wil! also hold economic talks which 
will include activities at the Dar es Salaam port and the 
Tanzania [word indistinct] company 


Minister Bizimungu held talks this afternoon with his 
Tanzanian counterpart who 1s scheduled to host a dit ner 
in his honor. 


Meets With Diria, Mwinyi 


EA1302211592 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1300 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—The minister for foreign affairs 
and international cooperation, Brother [Ndugu] Ahmed 
Hassan Diria, said Tanzania would continue to assist 
Rwanda in its efforts to bring peace to their country. He 
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said Tanzamia would like to see Rwandan citizens who 
fled their country due to civil war return home and join 
their fel}ow countrymen to rebuild their country. Brother 
Dia mac = the remarks during a speech at a dinner party 
he hosted in honor of the visiting Rwandan foreign 
minister, Casimir Bizimungu. 

Brother Dina said Tanzania supported efforts being 
taade by the Rwandan Goverament to bring about 
understanding, peace, and stability in the country. He 
said he telieved the efforts which were also being 
supported by Uganda, should help bring to a halt the 
hostilities between Rwanda and Uganda. 


[Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania External Service in 
English at 1600 GMT on 13 February adds: “President 
Ali Hassan Mwinyi has called for an early end of 
interstate conflict arising from the existence of a refugee 
population in the east and central Afmcan region. The 
president calls upon Rwandan refugees who want to 
remain in Tanzania to make up their mind and stop 
entertaining the idea of undertaking ary illegal activities 
across the borders of the two countnes. He was speaking 
during a discussion with visiting Rwandan foreign min- 
ister, Mr. Casimir Bizimungu, who called on him at the 
State House in Dar es Salaam. 


“The Rwandan envoy handed a special message to 
President Mwiny: from President Juvenal Habyarimana. 
Mr. Bizimungu ts in the cuuntry at the invitation of the 
minister for foreign affairs and international coopera- 
tion, Mr. Ahmed Hassan Diria. The envoy briefed pres- 
ident Mwinyi [words indistinct] its intention to bring 
peace to Rwanda.”’] 


Uganda 


Foreign Ministry on Rwandan Statements on Bases 


EA1302210092 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1400 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] The Uganda Foreign Minisiry has expressed con- 
cern at press reports attributed to the Rwandese Foreign 
Minister, Mr. [Casimir] Bizimungu, in regard to a joint 
mission made by Mr. Bizimungu and the foreign min- 
ister, Mr. Paul Ssemogerere, to areas where Rwandese 
say rebels are based or trained in Uganda. 


A statement issued by the ministry in Kampala says that 
such unsubstantiated assertions are not only at vanance 
with the findings and discussions of the joint mission, 
but are also detrimentary [as heard] to an objective search 
for peace and an carly solution to the Rwandese conflict 


The full statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reads 
as follows: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has noted with 
concern the reports which appeared in the NEW VISION of 


FRiS-AFR-92-031 
i4 February 1992 


Thursday, !2th February, and the GUIDE WEEKEND 
reading of the 17th February, 1992, concerning comments 
alleged to have been made by the foreign minister of 
Rwanda, Mr. Casimir Bizimiungu, following the recent visit 
to the Uganda-Rwanda border by a joint delegation led by 
the two ministers of foreign affairs. 


The ministry wishes to point out that at the conclusion of 
their recent mission in Kabale and Kisoro districts, the two 
{words indist.nct]} Uganda and Rwanda decided, in accor- 
dance with the Arusha spirit, to submit a joint report about 
their findings to their respective heads of state. 


A pre{iminary text of the report, which was submitted to 
the (oreign ministers for their approval, was found 
satisfactory by the Uganda side, but the Rwanda muin- 
ister of foreign affairs indicated that he wished to add on 
a few points. The leader of the Uganda delegation is still 
waiting for those additional points. 


The ministry wishes to state that if the additional! points 
are not forthcoming and given the fact that Rwandan 
minister has decided to make press statements on the 
matter, the Uganda side may be compelled to act unilat- 
erally. This position was made clear to the Rwandese 
ambassador in Uganda. 


Furthermore, if what has been at’ributed to the Rwan- 
dese minister of foreign affairs ‘xy the media reports is 
true, namely the allegations that the RPF [Rwandan 
Patnotic Front] have bases on Uganda terntory and that 
the NRA [National Resistance Army] 1s supporting the 
RPF etcetera, we can only point out with great regret that 
such unsubstantiated assertions are not only at vanance 
with the ‘indings and discussions of the joint mission, 
but also ¢ *tnmental to the [word indistinct] search for 
peace and an early solution to the Rwandese conflict 


Gulu Official Denies Allegations of Abuses 


EA1302175592 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 0400 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] The district administrator [for] Gulu, Mr. Sekub- 
wabo Kyeyune, has refuted a report by Amnesty Inter- 
national that the Army operation in the north last year 
abused human nights. He told a six-man team of Swedish 
journalists who visited Gulu last week that the operation 
was necessary and had brought the peace now prevailing 
in the area He said today people move freely throughout 
the district, both in urban and rural areas 


He further expiained the rebel war in the north, which 
was started by former soldiers who regrouped in the 
north and waged war against the NRM [Nationa! Resis- 
tance Movement] government. failed because the rebels 
did not have any fundamental cause to fight and estab- 
lish a government 
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De Klerk in Potchefstroom; Cited on By -Election 


MB1302164692 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1614 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Potchefstroom Feb 13 SAPA—Pre’ . ent F.W. de 
Klerk said «nm Thursday the Potchefstroom by-election 
would be “very relevant”. 


He was «peaking during a brief visit to the National 


Party [NP] caravan at the special polling station on the 
Potchefstroom University campus. 


Mr de Klerk said: “Parliament is the highest authority in 
South Africa and night at the moment any election is 
extremely important.” 


Amic .heers from NP-supporting students, and chants 
from Conservative Party [CP] supporters, Mr de Klerk 
said he wished to congratulate NP candidate Mr Theuns 
Kruger in antic.:pation of a by-election victory on Feb- 
ruary 19. 


However, Mr de Klerk said governments generally fared 
worse in by-clections than in general electior s. 


“In a by-election voters realize that they are not choosing 
a government and then often they are inclined to vote 
their gnevances,” Mr de Klerk said. 


Mr de Klerk was accompanied by his wife Marike, the 
NP’s Transvaal leader, Finance Minister Barend du 
Plessis, western Transvaal leader, Minister Amie Venter, 
and NP candidate Theuns Kruger. 


Asked about the political divisions in South Afnca, Mr 
de Klerk said the country should be allowed to have a 


lively democracy. 


“I'm a democrat and we are here at Potchefstroom 
fighting a democratic fight.” 


Mr de Klerk was scheduled to address a public meeting 
at Olen Park rugby stadium on Thursday evening, 
winding up the NP’s dy-election campaign. 


The CP’s campaign ended on Wednesday night with aa 
address by deputy CP leader Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg. 


A police spokesman, Col Ben van Heerden, said he 
expected no drama at Thursday night's meeting. 


A substantial number of policemen and police vehicles 
were present around the stadium during Thursday. 


Special votes were still cast during the day at the Potch- 
efstroom Magistrate's Court and the university campus. 


Observers said about 10,000 special votes had already 
been cast. There are about 24,000 people on the voter's 
roll but, said NP candidate Mr Kruger, about 8,000 had 
moved and were difficult to contact. 
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Notes Change in Pattern of Violence 
MB1402055892 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 2000 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] State President F.W. de Klerk says the country is 
already reaping the rewards of the goverement'’s reform 
policy. Winding up the National Party's clection drive 
for the parliamentary by-election in Potchefstroom next 
week, Mr. de Klerk said this evening that there had been 
a change in the pattern of violence in that it was no 
longer asmed at toppling the government. 


[Begin De Klerk recording in Afrikaans} We are already 
reaping the rewards of the sum total of all these initia- 
tives. There is a downward trend in the pattern of 
violence and we are already seeing light at the end of the 
tunnel on this worrying issue. Ladies and gentlemen, as 
ihis becomes reality, as the violence decreases, as our 
peace initiative begins to bear fruit, then the third of the 
members of the police force, involved in the prevention 
and contro! of violence, will be free to grab the crime 
level by the throat, with even greater devotion and in 
even greater numbers. [end recording] 


Addresses NP Rally 13 Feb 


MB1402055992 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2011 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Potchefstroom Feb 13 SAPA—State President 
F.W. de Klerk on Thursday night appealed to Potchef- 
stroom voters for their support in the February 19 
by-election so that the government could approach the 
negotiation process from a position of strength. 


Mr de Klerk was addressing 2,100 people at the Olen 
Park rugby stadium, winding up the National Party's 
[NP; by-election campaign. 


The overwhelming majority of people were NP sup- 
porters, although a small vociferous, *haki-clad group 
heckled at the start of the evening. Their protests waned 
during the course of the meeting. 


A strong contingent of plain-clothed police sat next to 
the group but there were no incidents. The rest of the 
crowd booed at the group and shouted that they should 
shut up. 


Mr de Klerk said the by-election would he an important 
indication of the mood of voters. 


He said the government's decision to embark on the road 
of reform had been based on the realisation that they had 
been on a cul-de-sac before. 


He said the CP [Conservative Party] could not succeed 
with its seperate development policies where the govern- 
ment had failed 


There was chaos in rightwing quarters, Mr de Klerk said, 
with many rightwing splinter groups. 


He said the government did not intend replacing white 
domination with black or any other domination. 
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“The government and the National Party will not hand 
this country over into chaos. 


“We will govern the country and we will use the power at 
our disposal until, in terms of a new constitution, 
another government takes over—and we intend to be 
part of that new government.” 


The National Party had a clear plar and it was not hiding 11. 


The CP, he said, was basing its strategy on the fears of 
voters. 


Mr de Klerk said he knew there was unhappiness about 
the inflation and crime rates and the drought, but the 
go”'ernment was addressing these issues. 


Mr de Klerk criticised the CP for refusing to take part in 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa]. 
Negotiation did not mean capitulation. 


Talking about “gossip” concerning white education—in 
an apparent reference to reports that thousands of white 
teachers were in danger of losing their jobs—Mr de Klerk 
remarked that in order to retain self-determination over 
such concerns as education, communities would have to 
make certain sacrifices. 


Earlier on Thursday Mr de Kierk visited the National 
Party caravan at the special polling station on the 
Potchefstroom University campus. 


Mr de Klerk said: “Parli.ment is the highest authority in 
South Africa and right at the moment any election is 
extremely important.” 


Arnid cheers from NP-supporting students, and chants 
from Conservative Pariy supporters, Mr de Klerk said he 
wished to congratulate NP candidate Mr Theuns Kruger 
in anticipation of a by- election victory. 


However, Mr de Klerk said that governments generally 
fared worse in by-elections than in general elections. 


“In a by-election voters realize that they are not choosing 
a government and then often they are inclined to vote 
(according to) their grievances,” Mr de Klerk said. 


Special votes were still cast during the day at the Potch- 
efstroom Magistrate's Court and the university campus. 


Observers said more than 10,000 special votes had 
already been cast. There ar< about 24,000 people on the 
voter's roll but, said NP candidate Mr Kruger, about 
8,000 had moved and were difficult to contact. 


PAC Announces Venues for Anti-Codesa Rallies 


MB1302140592 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1259 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[SAPA PR Wire Service issued by: Pan Africanist Con- 
gress (P.A.C.) of Azania, 13 February 1992: “Anti- 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] 
rallies”) 
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[Text] In line with our programme against the “fraud” 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] the 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] wish -s to announce the 
following rallies. 1) For North Transvaal Region on the 
1S February 1992—Tafelkop Community Hall. 
Tafelkop at 10.00am. The meeting will be addressed by 
President Clarence Makwetu. 2) Natal Region on the 16 
February 1992—Umlazi Cinema, Section D Umlazi at 
12 o'clock. The meeting will be addressed by PAC 
Deputy President Advocate D. Moseneke. Issued: Pub- 
licity and Information Department Patricia de Lille 
secretary for foreign affairs 


COSATU: Prominant Unionists Targeted for Death 


MB1302190692 Johannesburg S4PA in English 
1855 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 13 SAPA—A South Afncan 
trade union leader on Thursday claimed to have evi- 
dence that prominent unionists have deen targeted for 
assassination, SABC [South African Broadcasting Cor- 
poration] radio news reported. 


At a news co” ference in Johannesburg, COSATU [Con- 


gress of So.) can Trade Unions] Secretary General 
Jay Ne 000 t..u 2 key target was NUMSA [National 
Unior ‘| Meta: weisers of South Africa] General Secre- 


lary M ‘ © 180. 


He said Mr Mayekiso had been threatened and was being 
followed constanily. 


Mr Naidoo said a number of COSATU leaders had been 
targeted after the anti-VAT [value-added tax] stay-away 
last year. 


He warned that assassination attempts would spars off 
un wecedented conflict between the governme::* and 
CUSATU. 


South African Press Review for 14 Feb 
MB1402152192 


[Editorial Report] 


BUSINESS DAY 


Government Sending Wrong Signals—In an apparent 
bid to win the Potchefstroom by-election, the govern- 
ment’s quick response to the farmers’ plight due to the 
drought plaguing eastern South Africa and its bureau- 
cratic response to the plight of the starving rural black 
children are sending the wrong signals to the populat:on, 
says Johan:csburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 14 
February in its page eight editorial. “Operation Hunget 
believes the drought threatens starvation for many of the 
2-million people it feeds. When it hand delivers an 
urgent application for a share in the R220m set aside for 
hunger relief, an official from National Health phones a 
morh later to say the application is ‘defective’. Yet 
when white farmers are crippled by the same drought, 
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Agriculture Minister Kraai van Niekerk goes on a heli- 
copter tour to inspect the damage. A TV crew ensures the 
nation hears him express concern and promise urgent 
assistance.”’ “The ANC, arguing for joint control of the 
national purse, is already citing this as another example 
of how state funds are diverted for white interests in 
general, and NP interest in particular.” ““What govern- 
ment has failed to do is to utter any noticeabie expres- 
sion of concern, or promises of urgent relief, for anyone 
other than white farmers and, until recently, for their 
labourers.” “If Agriculture can cut red tape, then so can 
Health; we are not a nation that cares more about dying 
mealies than dying people.” 


WEEKLY MAIL 


Codesa Should Not Be Prolonged—Responding to calls 
for the Convention for a Democratic South Africa to be 
“slowed down,” Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in 
English for 14-20 February, says in its page 12 editorial: 
“A Prolongation of Codesa would be a disaster. It is not 
an elected body and lacks the legitimacy of one. It has 
enough authority to displace parliament as the principal 
legal and constitutional decision-making body, but not 
enough to do the job itself. It is only a temporary vehicle 
for the search for sufficient consensus to enable move- 
ment to the next stage of transition. Its strength is that it 
draws a wide range players into the game. Its weakness is 
that it gives equal weight to all these players—that it is 
neither democratic nor fair and can only be tolerated in 
the short term.” “The idea has come of an elected 
interim government that would serve as a constituent 
assembly. It is an excellent idea, because it would ensure 
that the body that creates the new constitution includes 
what was missed from all previous South African consti- 
tution-making bodies: legal, political and moral legiti- 
macy. It could also provide minority protection, in that 
a two-thirds majority would be require for approval of a 
constitution and a bill of rights.” “Delay, on the other 
hand, means continued uncertainty, which is a far 
greater factor in keeping foreign and local investors at 
bay than any of the contradictory pronouncements of the 
A ‘rican National Congress. Delay also encourages vio- 
lence, since parties can use intimidation to suggest they 
have power and influence far greater than their num- 
bers.” “A speedy election would solve the power conun- 
drum once and for all; those with support would wield 
power, those without it would be marginalised, and 
hopefuily those with enough to exercise a constitutional 
veto would be in a position to do so. Obvicusly it is also 
important that we use this unique opportunity to ensure 
v ‘ave a democratic constitution built on a rock-solid 
base. But that need not take long. Namibia did pretty 
well on this score in a matter of weeks. And Namibians 
were able to get moving on the building of a new 
society.” 


* Increased Trade Witt. Arab States Foreseen 


92AF0350G Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
12 Jan 92 p 1 


[Article by Zilla Efrat] 
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[Text] An Arab League meeting, due to be held in Cairo 
in March, is expected to drop sanctions against South 
Africa. 


The move will open SA [Republich of South Africa] 
trade in Persian Gulf nations which have a population of 
87-million and import goods worth $66.2-billion a year. 


Lebanon—not an Arab stronghold—is well disposed to 
SA and could support the lifting of sanctions, says Safto 
[South AFrican Foreign Trade Organizaiton] Middle 
East manager Gyfford Fitchat. 


Johannesburg-based Islamic Business director Abdul 
Gani says the likelihood of sanct’-~s going is shown by 
the number of approaches being made to SA by Arab 
interests. 


But Breyer Development Services managing director 
John Bell warns that a prime factor that will influence 
any decision is SA’s ties with Israel. 


Surprise 


There are signs of a thaw between SA and Arab coun- 
tries. Some of SA’s most vehement critics in the Arab 
world are believed to have visited SA to review the 
changes taking place. 


A major development was President De Klerk’s surprise 
stop-over in Oman last November when he met the 
oil-rich nation’s Foreign Minister, Yusuf Bin Alawi Bin 
Abdullah. 


A senior Safto manager was well received by high- 
ranking officials on a visit to Dubayy and Egypt last 
October. 


SA has been exporting small quantities of goods to the 
Arab countries through third parties. 


There are signs of increasing Saudi Arabian investment 
in SA. 


The Al Baraka Bank, half-owned by a Saudi company, 
will open its second branch in SA in March. The Saudi 
Arabian Dallah group took control of the Durban-based 
Elangeni group, which makes soap and edible oils, in 
October. 


The Saudis are believed to have invested in some luxury 
retreats on the Garden Route. 


The Islamic Business Chamber is gearing up for the end 
of sanctions and Safto will take a group visit to Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates in February. 


Several official and private organisations are keen to 
meet the SA delegates, says Mr. Fitchat. 


Some SA companies have also been invited to the 
international commercial vehicle and plant equipment 
exhibition at the Dubayy World Trade Centre in April. 
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Safto plans a “big splash” of SA products at the Dubayy 
World Trade Centre exhibition late this year. High 
profile representation is expected from official and 
industrial organisations. 


Hotels 


A business delegation from Dubayy will arrive in SA to 
investigate shipping links in a couple of days. 


Mr. Fitchat believes further Arab investment in SA will 
be forthcoming, especially in hotel chains and resorts. 
Arabs could also provide venture capital for mining 
exploration. 


He says that in the past, SA companies exported to the 
Persian Gulf region under third-party brand names and 
had to pay a political premium. 


Mr. Fitchat says the Persian Gulf region, which has a 
high standard of living, has few natural resources other 
than crude oil and has to import most commodities. 


He believes that SA fresh produce, processed food, grain, 
livestock and frozen chickens would be competitive in 
this market. 


The oil-refining industry in the region is making large 
investments to produce value-added chemicals, an area 
in which SA has expertise. 


In the long term, SA engineering suppliers should be able 
to get contracted work from international companies 
already in place in the region. 


Patience 


Mr. Fitchat says countries that offer a good starting point 
for SA exporters are the United Arab Emirates, Oman 
and Bahrain. Saudi Arabia, Iran and Qatar could be 
served from them. 


Safto’s starting point is Dubayy t ccause it is the centre of 
imports and re-exports in the region. It plays a pivotal 
role in the region’s cargo movements. 


Dubayy is expected to become the Hong Kong of the 
region and its Jebel Ali Free Zone attracted $1-billion in 
investment from international companies in 1991. 


However, Mr. Fitchat warns that because it takes time 
and patience to enter the Arab market, SA exporters 
should start working on their plans now. 


* SACP Draft Manifesto Examined 


92AF0230B Johannesburg WORK IN PROGRESS 
in English Dec 91 pp 36-37 


[First paragraph is WORK IN PROGRESS introduc- 
tion. Words in italics as pblished; quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] The new SACP [South African Communist Party] 
draft manifesto, to be debated at the party's 8th national 
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congress in December, provides a powerful critique of 
capitalism. But it could be more self-consciously open and 
challenging, writes GRAEME BLOCH. 


The manifesto of a party must obviously be clear, in 
order to identify the party in a competing political 
‘market-place.’ 


It must also give direction to membership and prospec- 
tive members, and be a guide to action. 


In general, this draft is exciting and open, democratic 
and mobilising, directing and giving solutions, with 
strong emphases. My criticisms are given within this 
overall framework. 


Communists should be among the most open-minded 
and critical of people. While a programme must speak to 
people in the language and rhetoric that is current, to 
understand their immediate situation it must also go 
beyond the immediate. 


This is the major weakness of the manifesto. Commu- 
nism is in a serous state of crisis for many of the reasons 
suggested in the draft. What this should mean is a 
self-consciously open and cnitical spirit. Communists 
should say: ““We have much work and rethinking to do to 
construct a vision of workable socialism. We need to 
debate, to examine old ideas, to try out new ones. 


How co we accommodate ideological, religious, ethnic, 
social and cultural differences? How do we build polit- 
ical tolerance? 


On what moral values can we base/negotiate/construct a 
community? What means or tactics are valid to achieve 
change? 


Whii are the limits a political party should set for itself? 
What is its legitimate field of operation? 


In asking these questions, I obviously have certain start- 
ing-points in mind, though the process of debate is what 
is crucial. I think the starting-point must be democracy, 
as the manifesto states. 


Human Rights Essential 


More than this, though, the manifesto’s discussion of 
human nghts is too limited and is even negatively 
phrased. We must demand human rights, not because 
there is ‘no contradiction between bourgeois/liberal 
rights and socialism’ or because Marx said we want to go 
beyond bourgeois society, but because these rights are 
essential. 


We want to oppose bigotry, prevent ideas being imposed 
on peonle, defend people from arbitrary power, so that 
we can create a humane society. We do this because there 
are no final answers. No person or group can guarantee 
Ultimate Truth. Tolerance is central to our vision of 
socialism, thus these are no! ‘bourgeois rights extended,” 
but fundamental human rights. 
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The manifesto makes several gestures to Marx and 
Engels, to Marxism as the party ideology, to scientific 
socialism. We should not be shy of referring to Marx— 
yet that section does nothing to open the long heritage of 
socialist thought. 


Combined with the other gestures, I think it simply puts 
restrictions on people who might want to join the party. 
There are many socialists or leftists who disagree with 
Marxism—in any case, the terms are used without any 
explanation, and for that reason alone are unhelpful. I 
would go further, and say the reference to ‘scientific’ 
socialism is outdated. 


The programme is also a little shy of speculating about a 
vision of socialism. It does give some outlines that are 
minimal starting points: decent housing, living wages, 
control by workers and trade unions of aspects of pro- 
duction, decent health care and education. But | think 
the manifesto could encourage us to engage in more 
utopian thinking to explore the moral dimensions of 
socialism and other options. 


It should set more of a challenge to people to build our 
own vision of a humane society, of the limits on politics 
and economics, of the range of institutions and ways in 
which humans individually and collectively can express 
and satisfy their wants, whether material, cultural or 
social. 


‘Working Class’ Reified 


The manifesto refers continv~!ly to the working people. 
This is only necessary in part. The organised workers, 
especially in the trade unions, are the biggest constitu- 
ency interested in socialism. 


They have raised debate, they have created institutions 
that can challenge capitalism and fight for economic 
justice. These institutions have done much to establish 
demo. atic, accountable practices (that could be adapted 
in many areas of social life) and are importantly located 
in civil society. They have done much for their member- 
ship in all sorts of spheres. 


Also, our theory suggest: located as they are at the point 
of production, they are the essential c'ass in anti- 


Capitalist struggles. 


However, from this theory and practical experience, we 
should not reify the notion of the working class. The 
‘working-peopie’ do not have mysterious, essential inter- 
ests in common on all issues and at all times. 


They choose different churches or none, some are 
women or men, or gay. They go to discos or bars, play 
sports or watch TV, identify ethnically with some tradi- 
tions, listen to the symphony or mbaganga music. They 
may live in the towns or rural areas, or be part of this or 
that civic, or have a house or a shack, or suffer from 
AIDS or be healthy. 


This may sound mundane, but the point is very impor- 
tant. 
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Workers are workers as well as all sorts of other identities 
that they construct. 


We have a vision of a rich and varied life, with a range of 
organisations, institutions and activities in civil society. 


To emphasise this as well as the unity of workers as 
workers, is to tilt us away from authoritarianism (“You 
are anti-worker!’) to a flexible understanding that inter- 
ests have to be justified and negotiated in different 
situations, times and places. 


I don’t think the manifesto makes enough effort to speak 
to non-workers. This weakens the broadness of workers’ 
own understanding of the social tasks of building a whole 
society. It is a limited view of the party and of socialist 
society. 


As an intellectual (but what about women, youth, artists, 
professionals, the unemployed?) I think the manifesto 
makes little attempt to speak to my interests and con- 
cerns. 


Linked to this is a critique of the section on negotiations. 


This is related in the manifesto to our commitment to 
national democracy and unwillingness to make prema- 
ture leaps into collectivism. Yet the perspective on 
negotiations is too short-term and contingent: the cur- 
rent political needs obviously make this approach one of 
burning importance. 


The questions of how you ensure social stability, of the 
limits of change, of how you construct alliance and so on 
are continuous and long-term issues in the building of 
socialism. 


The short-term discussions should be extended to show 
how they have implications far beyond day two of the 
People’s Constitution, and even day three of the 
National Democratic State. 


Too Simplistic 


Still looking at the South African section, too much is 
simplistically blamed on capitalism and apartheid. 
There are hard questions we have to ask ourselves. For 
example, the issue of crime and even of school boycotts 
and the lack of a climate of learning...what kind of 
efforts, what sorts of levels, are going to have to be made 
to re-establish a fabric in our society that can hold 
together our communities? Another area might be anal- 
ysing the whole question of ethnicity and cultural iden- 
tity. How do we develop a clear policy? 


The manifesto is too optimistic about the seriousness 
and difficulties of taking such issues into our own hands, 
especially given the resource limitations that will prevail 
for a long time. 


Perhaps central to my arguments here and elsewhere 1s a 
feeling that the manifesto is too statist in its approach. 


So often, the hidden implication is that problems can be 
addressed at the level of the state/politics/the political 
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party. In other places, the manifesto does encourage the 
institution of civil society. Yet the language and 
emphasis of the document tilts to the state-centred 
approach, and has not really come to terms with the 
wider and rncher emphasis and direction that we should 
really be exploring and opening up. 


There are far too many problems that a party cannot 
begin to solve, and this needs to be explicitly told to 
communists, who are often at the leading edge of strug- 
gles for social and economic justice. 


My last point is on the ‘third world’ section. We should 
be much more up-front about the elitism, injustice and 
anti-democratic practices of the ‘third world’ regimes. 
While the people suffer from debt and imperialist exploi- 
tation, pro-democracy movements are often ruthlessly 
suppressed. We need to align ourselves. 


Also, we should say something about our own position in 
regard to aid in various forms—is it inevitable, what 
projects could use aid, under what conditions, what costs 
would be involved and can we avoid these costs? On 
both the issues of aid and democracy, we might well find 
ourselves in contradiction with a future South African 
government—but we should certainly not be afraid to 
look at areas that might well not win us favour or 
aoe within a national democratic formation in the 
uture. 


Overall, the party manifesto is refreshing. It provides a 
clear thrust and a powerful critique of capitalism, 
addressing many of the important issues facing socialists 
in South Africa and the world. It could be more chal- 
lenging, tentative and self-consciously open, however, 
and help us get away from some unnecessary traces of 
old-style thinking. 


* Economic Development in KwaNdebele Examined 


92AF0334G Cape Town LEADERSHIP in English 
Dec/Jan 92 pp 89-96 


[Text] What will become of the homelands in the new 
South Africa? 


Where do the imperial citadels of Mmabatho, Umtata 
and Bisho fit into the new order? They cannot be simply 
legislated out of existence like the Group Areas or 
Separate Amenities Acts. Had they been created as 
regional development areas, their journey into new 
nationhood would have been a relatively simple affair. 
Instead they were vested with political power, supported 
by South Africa’s long-suffering taxpayers. They hang 
like rusty buttons on the bright new uniform of democ- 


racy. 


KwaNdebele, on the other hand, is a paradox of sorts. 
The selt-governing territories were conceived by Preto- 
ria’s strategic planners, but the self-governing territory of 
KwaNdebele was born of the Ndebele people's self- 
motivated desire to stake out their piece of South Africa. 
It boasts no casino, nor even a major hotel, but in the few 
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short years of its existence some 750,000 people volun- 
tarily chose it as their home. Upwards of 20,000 of its 
people commute daily to the PWV [Pretora, Witwa- 
tersrand, Vereeniging Industrial Area] for work, but 
thousands more have found work locally. 


Eschewing the privileges conferred onto the nominally 
independent homelands, such as the nght to land tenure 
and the right to determine its own foreign policy, KwaN- 
debele elected to remain part of South Afmca, albeit 
under a form of limited self-government. It 1s a shining 
example of democracy at work. The current chief min- 
ister, Prince James Mahlangu, and his Intando Yesizwe 
Party trounced his predecessor, Jonas Mabena, in an 
election last year. 


Situated north-east of Pretoria, the territory covers some 
315,000 hectares. KwaNdebele’s budget pales in com- 
parison to that of other self-governing regions. Its total 
budget for 1990/91 was R{rands}353.5 million, as 
against Bophuthatswana’s R2.79 billion. The biggest 
expense item in KwaNdebele was R!09 million for water 
projects and the creation of infrastructure. In 
Bophuthatswana the major expense item was education, 
with a budget of R506 million. 


KwaNdebele is not without its problems. Much retail 
business is lost to areas such as Pretoria, because 
nowhere in the homeland is there a reasonably sized 
shopping center. The shops that do exist charge prices 
which can only be described as fanciful—but in a captive 
market there are always willing buyers. 


This begs the question: Will KwaNdebele have a life of 
its own in the new South Africa? Chances are that it will. 
As the shape and form of a post-apartheid South Africa 
unfolds, KwaNdebele’s fortunes may well take a decisive 
turn for the better: politically, socially and economically. 


“KwaNdebele will exist in the new South Africa, but 
perhaps under a different name,” says Veli Mahlangu, 
the territory's finance minister. “In the future it will not 
be a purely ethnic territory but a regional development 
point also including parts of present South Africa.” 


For development planning purposes, KwaNdebele falls 
under Region H, which includes the PWV. It 1s hoped 
this region will be restructured and that KwaNdebele 
will fall within a new economic region that will also 
include towns such as Witbank, Groblersdal, Cullinan, 
Marble Hall, Bronkhorstspruit and Middelburg. Such an 
area will contain substantial agricultural and mineral 
wealth. KwaNdebele has proposed to the De Loor Com- 
mission, established to investigate ways of improving 
and rationalizing the various development boards, that 
the jurisdiction of the KwaNdebele National Develop- 
ment Corporation (KNDC) should be extended along 
these lines. 


The proposal is not as far-fetched as it sounds. The 
KwaNdebele administration holds regular meetings with 
the South African government, and has a high degree of 
credibility with the African Nationa! Congress [ANC]. 
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According to KwaNdebele officials, there is a surprising 
meeting of minds over the future of the region. 


“The South Afncan government has proposed dividing 
the country into nine regions, in which the regional 
governments will play a prominent role,” says chief 
minister Mahlangu. “The ANC’s position 1s the same as 
ours. We want to see regions that are economically rather 
than ethnically based. But the regions need incentives in 
order to create self-sufficiency.” 


The ANC has spoken of creating !4 rather than nine 
regions, but is clearly wary of upsetting existing struc- 
tures. Although little is committed to wnting, the ANC 
may well continue the present South Afmcan govern- 
ment’s policies of offering incentives to attract industry 
to these developing areas. 


KwaNdebele’s estimated 750,000 people rely heavily on 
yobs in the PWV, as evidenced by the 400-odd Putco 
[Public Utility Transport Corporation] buses that ferry 
commuters to and from work each day along the Moloto 
Road, leading to Pretoria. Studies have shown that, 
despite transport being subsidized by the South African 
government, these commuters spend roughly R200 per 
month on bus fares—nearly half their average monthly 
earnings. 


Strong efforts have been made to stimulate local indus- 
trial development and so create jobs in the territory. 
More than 90 factones have been set up in the industrial 
township of Ekandustria, just an hour's drive away from 
Johannesburg and Pretona. They represent an invest- 
ment of R460 million, of which R370 million came from 
the private sector. 


These factories employ between 8,000 and 10,000 
people, which hardly seems to make a dent on employ- 
ment needs—but these figures look more meaningful if 
one considers that each employed person supports six or 
seven others 


It has been further estrmated that for every formal sector 
yob createc|, 2.7 jobs are created elsewhere, in ancillary or 
informal activities. The informal sector is by far the 
major economic force in KwaNdebele, employing more 
than 30,000 people. The KNDC [KwaNdebele National 
Development Corporation] is the largest employer in 
K waNdebele, with over | 000 people on its payroll. Most 
inhabitants support themselves on smallholdings, 
growing a few crops for their own consumption. 


Ekandusira houses some very successful businesses: the 
JSE [Johannesburg Stock Exchange}]-listed plastics man- 
ufacturer Transpoly has a factory here, as does Sasol’s 
[South Afncan Coal, Oil, and Gas Corporation's} SMX 
[expanmsion not given] explosives factory, Jatex Tex- 
tiles. Plastop, and L.H. Forgings, to name a few. Existing 
businesses have the potential to employ up to 16,000 
workers, but depressed economic conditions and a 
recent spate of labor unrest caused some investors to 
have second thoughts about setting up in the terntory. 
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“We have had very few labor problems in KwaNdebele 
until the last few months,” explains the KNDC’s chief 
executive officer, Charl du Toit. “For the industrialists 
this was their first taste of industrial action, and some of 
them acted hastily. Some companies left for the PWV— 
but some of them found labor problems were even worse 
there and are trying to come back to KwaNdebele.” 


Industrial development in KwaNdebele appears set to 
emerge from the investment doldrums that it, together 
with other development areas, expenenced as a result of 
South Africa's scrapping of the old industnal develop- 
ment incentive scheme in 1990. 


The old incentives included generous transport subsi- 
dies, tax rebates, and wage subsidies. By their very 
nature, these incentives were calculated to encourage 
relocation rather than new industry—and over- 
employment. 


The abuses eventually overran the system and early in 
1990 1t was withdrawn. For almost a year the homelands 
and development areas were !eft without any incentive 
scheme whatsoever, and the flow of new investment 
virtually dned up. 


Some decentralized areas fared better than others under 
the old system. Isithebe in KwaZulu, for example, 
offered vent and interest subsidies of 75 percent and a 
wage subsidy of R105 per worker per month, as against 
KwaNdebele’s 25 percent and R35 respectively. 


The new incentive package announced by the South 
African government in June this year was received with 
considerably more enthusiasm than its predecessor. It 
succeeded in “levelling the playing field” by eliminating 
unfair advantages between decentralized regions. The 
five-year package is made up of an initial establishment 
grant based on the value of the industrialist’s invest- 
ment, paid quarterly for the first two years, and an 
output-based incentive calculated on the company’s tax- 
able profit. The new package promotes the pursuit of 
profit rather than subsidizing fictitious overheads at 
taxpayers’ expense. 


The KNDC has devised some innovative incentives of 
its own. It has appointed agents to promote KwaNdebele 
overseas and introduced factory rental subsidies out of 
its own budget. The use of overseas agents was sus- 
pended when the previous incentive package was with- 
drawn. This nevertheless proved to be a highly successful 
method of attracting foreign investment, and 10 percent 
of the industries in KwaNdebele today are non-South 
Afncan. 


Some major breakthroughs are imminent. Two shopping 
centers, comprising 15,000 and 6,000 square meters 
respectively, will be built in Kwaggafontein and Twee- 
fontein, and will redirect tens of millions that are cur- 
rently spent in Pretona and other retail centers each 
year. Mayor South African retail chains have already 
signed up as tenants 
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Then, the capital for KwaMhlanga will acquire facilities 
for informal sector trading, a commercial complex and a 
small hotel. Until now, major hotel groups have been 
kept away by the fact that they were unable to buy land, 
but a law 1s being enacted which will allow non-residents 
to acquire land, enhancing the climate required to attract 
more permanent investment. 


The informal sector has been targeted as a key area for 
future job creation. The KNDC has erected eight small 
industnal parks at Weltevrede, Kwaggafontein, Twee- 
fontein, Siyabuswa, Vaalbank and Ekandustrna, and 
more are being planned. Rentals are nominal. More than 
150 small industrialists now operate out of these parks, 
creating jobs for a further 630 people. 


A small industnes hive has also been built at Siyabuswa, 
giving small industrialists a chance to launch into busi- 
ness without incurring major overheads. Small entrepre- 
neurs may buy goods cheaply from a raw materials store 
at Siyabuswa. 


“The smallest units we have are 20 square meters, rented 
out at very low rates to wean the backyard operator into 
a more formalized structure,” says Poelie Smith, the 
KNDC’s small business manager. 


The Ndebele are noted for the quality of their crafts and 
a number of small entrepreneurs are selling their handi- 
crafts to buyers in the PWV. The practice of painting 
ornate murals on the walls of houses has declined over 
the last 20 years, but there are signs that this is once 
again becoming popular. Ndebele beadwork is excellent 
and is suited to export. 


Small business people are trained at centers in Ekandus- 
tria and Siyabuswa, with business practice and adminis- 
tration a vital part of the curriculum. It is here that small 
business people gain an understanding of financial state- 
ments, bookkeeping and the requirements of VAT [value 
added tax], for example. 


Emergent entrepreneurs need more than a pat on the 
back and a space in which to operate. They need finance, 
without the usual collateral expected by a bank. The 
KNDC provides a range of financial packages, from 
mini-loans to guarantees, emergency aid, creditor 
redemption, and general finance. Interest rates vary 
from 12.5 to 22 percent, depending on the type of 
finance, but new businesses are charged softer rates. The 
NDC’'s lending book stands at R25.4 million with a 
relatively low bad debt rate of 1.8 percent, although the 
arrears rate is substantially higher at 26 percent. Of the 
1,500 businesses in KwaNdebele, 670 have received 
some form of finance from the KNDC. 


One of the most remarkable commercial enterprises in 
the territory is the Loopspruit Wine Estate near KwaM- 
hlanga. This is the northernmost wine estate in the 
country and the only one north of the Orange River. 
Cellarmaster B.W. Myburgh spent several years on wine 
farms at Stellenbosch and elsewhere in the western Cape 
before moving to KwaNdebele. Relatively small in 
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modern terms, the estate has only 20 hectares under 
various Cultivars, among them Chardonnay, Hanepoot, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Raison Blanc, Chenin Blanc, 
Colombard and Cinsaut. 


Although only 10,000 cases of wine are sold a year, small 
is not necessarily inferior. The wine estate attracts 500 
tourists a month, this is a major source of sales and 
lunches of pap en wors (porridge and sausage) are 
prepared by Oom Piet Theron, a Loopspruit veteran. 
Experts rate the wines above the South African average. 


“A problem with the estate,” says Myburgh, “is that 
people in the Transvaal think good wines only cone 
from the Cape. But we are making headway.” 


The estate is run by the KwaNdebele Agricultural Com- 
pany (KAC) which was established in 1985 to improve 
the standard of agriculture in the homeland. It also rents 
out farms ranging from 160 to 2,000 hectares to 279 
farmers growing maize, soya beans, groundnuts and dry 
beans, and running considerable numbers of cattle and 
sheep. 


It also operates its own farms, with land allocated to 
deciduous fruit and pastures, but its most important 
activities are supervising and training local farmers. 
KwaNdebele maize farmers regularly achieve yields of 
2.9 tons/hectare—0.8 tons/hectare above the national 
average. A total of R22 million in finance has been made 
available to them. 


There is potential, albeit limited, for tourism at the 
Zithabiseni and Ben Mari holiday resorts. Zithabiseni 
comprises over 400 neat rondavels and is an attractive 
venue for conferences and training courses. The accom- 
modation is spread over a wide area and the resort has a 
park-life feel. Once building work is completed, the 
resort may become a prominent entry on the northern 
Transvaal tourist map. 


KwaNdebele did not escape the political disturbances 
that swept the country in 1985/6, and over | 50 buildings 
in the territory were destroyed. The present chief min- 
ister has done much to restore peace and appears to have 
won the respect and support of local residents. 


“We want to do the best for our people,” says finance 
minister Veli Mahlangu. 


Housing development was curtailed over the last few 
years as a result of bond boycotts and financial 
restraints. The main objective of the KwaNdebele 
Utility Company (KUC) is to subsidize housing for poor 
 nilies. Starting off with R30 million from the South 
African Housing Trust, only 1,600 houses have been 
built—a fraction of what is needed. 


Two years ago, when the bond boycott reached a peak, 
only 30 percent of the bondholders were paying their 
installments, resulting in a monthly shortfall of 
R400,000 in the KUC’s cash flow. This has now been 
rectified and nearly all bondholders are meeting their 
obligations. 
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“We need 300,000 houses in KwaNdebele,” says KUC 
manager Moses Sindane. “We need about R10 million to 
kick-start, but even then we would only be able to build 
350 or 400 houses a year.” 


Over the last financial year the KUC set itself a target of 
60 houses a month, but it intends increasing this to 200 
a month over time to catch up with the backlog. 


Some innovative schemes are needed to restart housing 
development in a meaningful way, but much more 
capital will be needed if the problems are to be tackled 
aggressively. In the meantime, squatter settlements have 
sprung up around the major urban areas. 


The homeland has a good literacy record, with 247 
schools scattered throughout the area. Here 2,600 pn- 
mary school and | ,400 secondary school teachers pro- 
vide education for 154,000 pupils at all levels. There are 
no hospitals—patients must travel to Pretoria for major 
medical treatment, although there are 35 clinics dotted 


throughout the region. 


In short, KwaNdebele is woefully short of amenities and 
natural resources, but a determined effort is being made 
to prepare it for the political and social changes currently 
taking place. There may be many good reasons for 
expanding the role of the KNDC to encompass projects 
across the existing borders, and allowing KwaNdebele to 
carve out its own corner in the new South Africa. 


* Financial Services To Empower Blacks Planned 


92AF0334B Cape Town LEADERSHIP in English 
Dec/Jan 92 pp 36-40 


{Article by Wessel Ebersohn, regular contributor to 
LEADERSHIP and Ciaran Ryan, freelance journalist 
based in Johannesburg] 


[Text] If you're a black shack-dweller with four children, 
live in an area where political instability is the norm, and 
earn a pittance operating a hawker's stall for someone 
else, try approaching 2 bank or building society for a 
housing loan. The answer is like to be: ““Sorry—we'd like 
to help, but you have no security.” 


Until now, the South African financial system has 
catered primarily for a first-world clientele: regular 
earners with assets, a fixed abode, and a track record of 
payment. While this ts a proven method of reducing the 
risk of non-payment, 1 excludes millions of blacks from 
the formal financial system. |i also means that black 
savings, probably running into several billions of rands, 
are largely being used as loans to relativciy affluent 
whites. Very little of this money is ploughed into the 
community which provided 1t—and which needs it most. 


This situation is obviously untenable. But some inge- 
nious methods of resolving it are beginning to emerge. 
Perhaps the most ingenious of all is a plan to invest the 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 15 


money generated by several thousands stokvels— 
informal savings clubs in the black community—in unit 
trusts. 


What's so innovative about that? Well, as stokvel funds 
are taken out of the banks and invested in unit trusts, 
these will serve as assets against which stokvels will be 
able to borrow money. These funds could, in turn, be 
made available to individual stokvel members. Its a 
win-win situation for the stokvels as well as the banks, 
whose lending books will grow without compromising 
their risk profile. At least one financial institution plans 
to launch such a scheme next year. 


Surveys suggest there are 24,000 stokvels in major met- 
ropolitan areas and 800,000 countrywide, with 10 mil- 
lion members. Estimates suggest they generate more 
than R{rands]200 million a month. If even a modest 
portion of this sum found its way onto the JSE [Johan- 
nesburg Stock Exchange], it would have a major impact 
on share prices. 


The idea is the brainchild of the National Stokvels 
Association of South Africa (Nasasa) and Tremsen Bro- 
kers Services, a private company formed to penetrate the 
potentially huge informal financial market. It is one of a 
number of new initiatives in this area. 


A key feature of this concept—one all the new schemes 
have in common-is that the financial risk will be taken 
away from the bank and assumed by the group. “The 
bank will be lending money to the stokvel rather than 
individuals,” says Tremsen’s managing director, 
Stephen Japp, “and stokvel members will ensure loan 
repayments by means of peer pressure.” 


Stokvels are fascinating examples of informal activity in 
the black community. They are governed by a philos- 
ophy called abunta. 


According to Aggrey Klaaste, editor of THE SOWETAN, 
abunta is a special force of spirit that is found only in 
Afnca—a unique and remarkable humanity shared by 
blacks. “There is a graciousness, a deep acceptance of 
other human beings that does not exist in white society,” 
he has written. “There are no beggars in traditional black 
villages. The stranger is not rejected. The community is 
characterized by a reaching out, a respect for people. 
There exists an African communalism that is like 
nothing the modern world has to offer. And I believe that 
this is the basis upon which the new South Africa should 
be built.” 


Out of this has grown the stokvel. The word is apparently 
an adulteration of “stock fair” and originated in the 
eastern Cape during the 1 9th century. Today it is applied 
to any communal financial endeavor. 


Among the different types of stokvels are makgotlas— 
burial societies that help people cope with the expense of 
a traditional funeral, investment clubs in which a circle 
of perhaps a dozen members pool monthly contribu- 
tions, invest it, and either divide the money at the end of 
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the term or employ it in a joint undertaking: umgalelo 
clubs in which a member can wait 10 years before 
receiving a payout and sums of over R100,000 are 
known to have been paid out: and youth stokvels that 
promote savings among the young. 


In his book Stokvels in South Africa, Nasasa chairman 
Andrew Lukhele writes: “Mutual financial assistance is 
the main purpose of the stokvels, but they also have 
valuable social and entertainment functions...member- 
ship in a stokvel is voluntary. The introduction of a new 
member is made on personal recommendation.” 


Only a fool would join a stokvel with people you do not 
trust. Documentation is never more than rudimentary 
and normally non-existent. Deals are sealed with a 
handshake and the knowledge that you can rely on your 
friends. From that moment onwards peer pressure all but 
guarantees the performance of the members. 


This also applies if the stokvel is borrowing instead of 
investing. James Chapman, strategic wizard of the Foun- 
dation for Afmcan Business and Consumer Services 
(Fabcus), explains: “If a man is taken out of his commu- 
nity and treated as an individual, the shame factor works 
against you. He is the only one who has the loan. Keep 
him in his community, and it works in your favor.” 


Can this be applied to banking? Can a handshake and the 
uncertain advantages of peer pressure replace collateral? 
And how easily will boards of directors sleep if their 
affairs are being run in that way? The answer, it seems, is 
that it is going to take a bit of getting used to. 


Much of stokvel savings end up in conventional banks. 
Several have created special accoun': | deal with stokv- 
els, paying interest of around |! percent per annum. If 
these funds are switched into unit trusis they will earn a 
far higher return, and could serve as coilateral for loans. 


The day may not be far off when a dedicated stokvel unit 
trust 1s quoted in the daily newspapers. And what about 
a stokvel bank? After all, Volkskas was formed in the 
early part of the century be Afnkaners in much the same 
economic position as blacks today. Perhaps we might 
even see a stokvel mutual society. Stokvels may demand 
greater social responsibility from companies they have 
invested in, and try to influence corporate investment. 
Stokvels and other informa! savings mechanisms appear 
destined to become a major new development in the 
financial services sector. 


Although, as may be expected, with some misgivings, 
informal financial services have begun to receive the 
cautious recognition of the Reserve Bank. Dr J.H. van 
Greuning of the Reserve Bank recently acknowledged 
that the present financial system was “not entirely capa- 
ble” of catering for the needs of all sections of the 
community and that indigenous mechanisms had a 
“large potential” to provide efficient financial services, 
provided they functioned within a proper statutory 
framework. As a first step to addressing this need, the 
Mutual Building Societies Act is being rewritten. 
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The need for this kind of initiative has never been more 
pressing. The combined efforts of the government and 
private sector will not solve the housing crisis. Despite 
the government ballyhoo about attacking the critical 
housing backlog in the townships, so far there is little to 
show for it. Dozens of private developers have pulled out 
of the townships, citing violence, industrial relations 
problems and non-payment as the reasons. 


Nasasa has come up with a partial answer to this too. 
Taking a lead from the highly successful resident man- 
agement committees (RMCs) in the United States, which 
are trying to transform public housing into decent and 
affordable homes for the poor, Nasasa, in conjur<tion 
with Tremsen, is launching a number of building mate- 
rials depots in Soweto and the East Rand to provide 
cheap materials to township residents. Building mate- 
rials manufacturers have agreed to participate in the 
scheme which will, it is expected, become a substantial 
money-spinner, and so contribute to the funding of other 
ventures. 


Lukhele says black self-help is vital to the solution of the 
housing crisis. With it comes pride, good neighborliness, 
respect, and a decline in violence. While the need for 
new housing is the overnding problem. upgrading and 
improving existing houses in townships like Soweto can 
go a long way towards resolving the crisis. 


In parts of Soweto some 60 percent of formal houses 
have extra rooms or shacks in their backyards, providing 
accommodation for tens of thousands of people and 
providing an additional income for the landlords. 
Studies have shown that people without homes would 
rather live closer to their places of work than in town- 
ships such as Katlehong on the East Rand; Orange Farm. 
north of Evaton; and Rietfontein, south of Thokoza 
Transport costs can be crippling to low-income earners. 


But Nasasa is not the only agency adopting a new 
approach to the housing impasse. The Independent 
Development Trust and UAL Merchant Bank have come 
up with an imaginative instrument known as Chips— 
Collateralized Housing Investment Paper. This 1s a nego- 
tiable promissory note which is tradeable at a discount, 
yielding a return of about 100 points (1.e., one percent) 
higher than Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] | 68 
stock. So far R120 million has been raised from institu- 
tional investors with a further R380 million to follow, all 
of it for low-cost housing. There is no charity or subsi- 
dization involved and UAL securities division manager 
Dan Wandrag says virtually all institutional investors 
intend holding the paper to maturity, seven years away 
Assuming an average loan of R5,000, this will enable 
100,000 people to build simple houses or upgrade their 
existing shelters. 


The loans will be coordinated by stokvels, which wil! 
determine whether members are worthy of loans and 
then ensure that they meet their repayments. Borrowers’ 
ability to repay, rather than collateral, will be taken into 
account. Even the unemploved may be granted loans. 
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provided the earning potential of the household as a 
whole is sufficient to meet repayments. All borrowings 
will be personal loans rather than mortgage bonds, at 
slightly higher than bond rates. 


As an entirely market-driven mechanism for funding 
low-cost housing, the Chips concept seems likely to 
mushroom aad is the most substantive assault on the 
housing funding crisis yet. Two mainstream banks are 
expected to announce their participation in Chips early 
next year. 


The IDT [Independent Development Trust] Finance 
Corporation is one of the institutions that, in true 
Afmcan fashion, are moving responsibility from the 
individual to the group. They lend R6,000 or less for the 
building of informal dwellings. The process is entirely 
market-dnven with interest being charged at hire pur- 
chase rates of 26 to 28 percent. Each borrower, in a group 
of between 10 and 25, must have a 10 percent deposit 
and must undergo mandatory awareness training in 
which the workings of interest and the responsibilities of 
home ownership are thoroughly explained. No bank 
forms or credit applications are filled out, and no bonds 
are registered. The money is paid out in three draw- 
downs of 40 percent, 30 percent and 30 percent. If 
payments are not up to date and the work has not 
progressed, the later drawdowns are withheld. 


Standard Bank 1s already employing similar methods for 
loans of less than R10,000, and the Perm [Permanent 
Building Society] expects to be in business soon. They 
will also not register a mortgage, and group collateral! will 
be provided within a “defined community”. 


One of the early projects of this sort was the Urban 
Foundation’s Group Credit Company, which has an 
average of 16 debtors in a group. Money is paid into 
individual savings accounts, but credit 1s awarded to the 
group as a whole. If any member does not meet his 
responsibilities his peers instruct the company to with- 
hold his next payment. Average income of group mem- 
bers 1s R513 a month. At this stage, arrears are 3 percent 
of the debtors’ book. 


While most of the money being lent in this way 1s for 
housing, Get Ahead, a company based in Pretorna, has 
been lending R100 to R1000 to members of groups of up 
to five people for business purposes. Despite having no 
formal credit check, their recovery rate in the four years 
they have been running has been 95 percent. They put 
the 5 percent down to political disturbances. The money 
is used for stock or equipment and many of their chents 
return again and again. 


Interest rates are uniformly high, but this does not 
gencrally seem to be a problem. As long as the repayment 
penods can be kept short, people understand what they 
are paying and why—and recovery rates are excellent 


But what of the very poorest. those for whom a loan of 
R6.000 at 28 percent with repayments running on 
towards R200 a mon! oly too much” Faboos says 
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the very poorest end of the market 1s still not catered for. 
To enable it to do so, it has called in the assistance of 
Finansbank, one of the few conventional institutions 
that are willing to throw away the rule book. It was 
Fabcos that pioneered the borrowing of money on a 
stokvel basis. Taxi owners who belong to Sabta [South 
Afncan Black Taxi Association], the Fabcos taxi associ- 
ation, have for years been financing their vehicles 
through Westbank loans that work in exactly this way. 


The Fabcos plan is to employ the R7,000 government 
subsidy for serviced stands by investing only R4,000 of it 
in the stand. It believes the barest necessities can be 
provided for only R4,000. It will then ask the govern- 
ment to contribute 50 percent of the cost of a very basic 
shelter, to be repaid interest-free over six years. In this 
way the government subsidy, currently being used for 
stands alone. will also contribute to the dwelling, and 
close to half of it will be repaid. Finansbank will provide 
the other 50 percent of the cost of the dwelling, to be 
repaid over four years. 


Amazingly, a simple dwelling can be built for R5,000 to 
X6,000. Conditam, a firm of consulting engineers, has 
devised a 20 square meter stee! frame and concrete house 
for R4,900, with a 40 square meter version for under 
R10,000. Iscor [South Afncan Iron and Steel Corpora- 
tion} has developed a steel frame and brick house of 25 
square meters for R6,000, and SAPPI [South Afncan 
Paper and Pulp Industnes] an 18 square meter wooden 
house with a cement floor for only R3,000. 


The message 1s coming through loud and clear. The poor 
are not necessarily high-risk. In fact experience has 
shown that low-income blacks are diligent in repaying 
debts. According to one estimate, stokvels have a non- 
payment record of as little as 0.3 percent, which must 
surely be the envy of the mainstream banks. 


But while creative mechanisms for funding the poor are 
mushrooming, most banks and building societies seem 
incapable of breaking old habits. At least some of the 
resistance to supplying money for informal housing and 
business resides in old prejudices. “Frankly,” as one 
senior building society executive put it, “we don't want 
the gumboot brigade in our banking halls.” 


When asked how much of their money has been lent to 
the black community. most building societies will offer a 
figure of five or 10 percent. They will not readily add 
that the money has been lent to black people living in 
formerly whiie areas. those who have already made the 
transition from township to city 


They advance jong lists of reasons why they can't do 
business in the townships. Our inspectors are attacked, 
they say. If we lend money to these people. they regard us 
as landlords and phone us to have the plumbing fixed. 
Contractors pull out of projects, leaving us in the lurch 
when their watchmen are beaten up and the stocks 
stolen Builders want guarantees of a number of con- 
tracts im an area. making demands we cannot meet 
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Many black workers have been retrenched and cannot 
pay their installments. Due process does not work if a 
property has to be repossessed. The messenger of the 
court is afraid. Neighbors help defaulters to resist evic- 
tion and they eventually live rent-free while the bond 
climbs higher and higher. Then there are bond boycotts. 
Until we can get the law properly administered we 
cannot lend to potential house owners in the townships. 


Mike Roelofse, senior manager of the Urban Founda- 
tion’s housing policy unit, shakes his head at such 
protestations. “Speak to the head offices of the building 
societies and they sound keen Bul once you get down to 
the branches, things are quite different. Only the Perm 
and the Standard Bank have been busy The others are 
very reluctant to be involved © 


Dennis Creighton, the Perm’s gene ra! manager housing. 

that caution 1s needed when investing al the 
lowest end of the property marke —— nrest has affected 
the actual process of building. retrenchment of 
people has created difficulties. and «© has the collapse of 
local authonties. On the other hand talk of bond boy- 
cotts has been exaggerated There has only been one—in 


Khayelitsha—and during that time we continued to 
collect 80 percent of our bond repayments 


“The fact is that the funds do cxsst to meet the needs. but 
they are not flowing through the mgt channels.” 


All this has to be seen against the activities of the Urban 
Foundation’s Home Loan Guaraniee Company which, 
wi. h Nedcor/Oid Mutual backing, guarantees 30 percent 
of all building society bonds of R 30.000 or less. A further 
five percent deposit has to come from the buyer, leaving 
a risk of 65 percent—pretty safe business by general 
standards. 


And investing in the poor does pay. South Africa has by 
no means pioneered the concept of poverty banks. While 
here the industry 1s still only at the crawling stage, in 
some countries it has developed to formidable propor- 
tions. In Indonesia the BRI [Indonesian People’s Bank] 
bank has an investment in the nation’s poor of some 650 
million U.S. dollars. The Grameen Bank of Bangladesh 
is perhaps the most radical of all, lending only to the very 
poorest, usually single women with families. In both 
cases money is lent communally, to a circle of fmends 
and associates not unlike South African stokvels. 


The fledgling institutions that are seeking to invest in 
this untapped market have all examined the practices of 
conventional lending, and found them wanting. “The 
banks will be compelled to change their modus operandi, 
says Chaprnan. “The arrogant view that the first world 
has all the answers will have to be jettisoned. We will 
have to realize that there is not just one way of doing 


What all these institutions have in common is a stokvel 

of communal responsibility. All are prepared to 
talk, and all have come to realize that there is no 
escaping the labor-intensive demands on their time. 
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Much time is spent on training staff and far more on 
explaining and discussing with client groups. Christine 
Glover, manager of the Group Credit Company, 
explains that they hold 10 to 12 workshops for client 
groups over four months before loans are issued. “The 
clearer the picture they have in their minds,” she says, 
“the smaller our msk.” 


All operate in a volatile climate in which political 
upheavals can put the venture at risk. All struggle with 
the culture of entitlement that thrives in the townships. 
All have the problem that more than half of township 
councils are no longer able to form a quorum and are 
despised by the residents. And all are faced with the 
picture township dwellers have of their surroundings as 
being part home and part concentration camp. 


But despite all the difficulties, these loans are being paid 
back, and the movement is growing very fast. The Group 
Credit Company currently has a debtors’ book of R7 
million. They expect this figure to have increased to R17 
million by June 1992, and R70 million a year later. Get 
Ahead has a book of about R4.5 million, but half a 
millon a month 1s going out, and increasing. 


Nasasa’s Lukhele summarizes the situation clearly: “A 
perception that poor people are high-risk 1s part of the 
problem. The fact that poor people are low-risk 1s part of 
the solution.” 


Says Fabcos’ James Chapman: “Companies come to us 
with offers of finance, but with all sorts of strings 
attached. We tell them, don't bring us your book of rules. 
Get out of the time warp in which you're stuck.” 


Finansbank deputy managing director Jan Kleinloog, 
who did not bring with him a host of restrictive measures 
and spent time personally talking to shack-dwellers, says: 
“If you want to understand, you have to move closer. We 
say you must start at the bottom and employ each rand 
to the maximum.” 


“Things will not be easy,” the Perm’s Dennis Creighton 
advises, “until the majority of South Africans support 
the political, social and legal structures. In the meantime, 
we must proceed. We can't fix everything some time in 
the future.” 


* Three Stages of Negotiations Discussed 
924 F0334A Cape Town LEADERSHIP in English 
Dec/Jan 92 pp 13-14, 16 


[Article by Deon Geldenhuys, professor in the depart- 
ment of political studies at Rand Afrikaans University 
and Hennie Kotze, head of the department of political 
science at the University of Stellenbosch} 


[Text] In researching this article, the authors interviewed 
President F.W. de Klerk, Nelson Mandela, Dr Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi and other representatives of major polit- 
ical movements which will begin to negotiate a new 
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constitution on December 20. They will review the state 
of negotiations surrounding local government in the next 
issue. 


“Ready to negotiate”, proclaims a printed message in the 
office of a senior constitutional planner in Pretoria. 
When the official first displayed the sign in the dark days 
of P.W. Botha’s emergency, it did not appeal to all his 


colleagues. 


Now events have at long last caught up with the signi. 
Indeed, negotiation has become something of a catch- 
word. Major political parties and leaders agree that 
negotiations are desirable and, moreover, inevitable. If 
success depends merely upon the frequency and intensity 
of a confession of faith in negotiations, then the outlook 
for South Africa must be bright. But the situation is by 
no means that simple. 


Negotiation is not an end in itself, but a means to an end. 
Political parties still differ widely about the ends they 
wish to achieve through negotiation, and there is also 
disagreement about the mechanics. Other parties reject 
the very idea of negotiating a new post-apartheid consti- 
tution. 


An authoritative yet simple definition of negotiation 
States that it results from a conflict situation and is a 
process in which the parties voluntarily try, through 
communication, to reach a mutually acceptable and 
binding agreement to resolve their conflict. 


Negotiation is a phased process. The three stages com- 
monly identified are bargaining about bargaining; pre- 
negotiations; and substantive negotiations. The process 
may occur simultaneously at national, regional and local 
levels. 


The phases of negotiation are admittedly more sharply 
delineated in concept than in practice. In the real world, 
as one observer put it, the stages “tend to have shady 
borders, overlap each other, and even hide when their 
names are called”. The division into stages is neverthe- 
less a useful way of charting South Africa's progress—or 
lack thereof—in negotiations, and of looking ahead to 
what could or should come next. 


In the first phase, bargaining about bargaining, it should 
be determined whether each participant intends to 
achieve a complete victory that would force his oppo- 
nents to accept his terms, as opposed to a mutually 
acceptable agreement that would benefit all parties. The 
latter outcome depends largely on whether the opposing 
parties acknowledge the destructive potential inherent in 
a deeply divided society; the prospect of political vio- 
lence as an alternative to negotiation shou'd then pro- 
mote the chances of peaceful settlement. This leads the 
parties to explore common ground, technically known as 
the “contractual zone” —that 1s, an area in which various 
demands could conceivably be reconciled. 
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When the Afmcan National Congress [ANC], the Pan 
Africanist Congress [PAC] and some 90 other organiza- 
tions formed the Patriotic Front [PF} in October 1991, 
constitutional negotiations appeared to draw very much 
closer. Among other things, the formation of the PF 
served to draw the PAC and related organizations into 
the negotiating process. In a declaration, the partes 
demanded “the holding as soon as possible of an all- 
party congress/pre-constituent assembly meeting” that 
would, among other things, underwrite a set of constitu- 
tional principles and determine the modalities for 
drawing up a new constitution through a constituent 
assembly. 


These are issues typically dealt with in the pre- 
negotiation phase. In this second stage, parties try to 
eliminate factors that could prevent them from reaching 
agreement. Among the obstacles to be tackled are con- 
flicting demands regarding arenas, agendas, precondi- 
tions and procedures. 


In addition to various smaller parties participating in the 
tricameral parliament and operating in some self- 
governing homelands, two other major parties, the 
National Party [NP] and the Inkatha Freedom Party 
{IFP], have declared their readiness to enter the pre- 


negotiation phase. 


What casts a shadow over the PAC’s apparent change of 
heart about negotiations with the government, though, 1s 
the organization's failure to meet the requirements of the 
first phase of the negotiation process. Unlike the ANC, 
the PAC has still not renounced violence as a means to 
achieving political ends; in November its armed wing, 
APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army], claimed 
responsibility for the killing of a policeman, while the 
slogan “one settler, one bullet” remains part of its 
political vocabulary. Nor does it accept the need for a 
political settlement that would be mutually acceptable to 
blacks and whites, but seems concerned only about 
asserting the rights of the black majority. 


Through the PF agreement, the PAC appears to have 
leapfrogged over the bargaining-about-bargaining phase 
and intends engaging directly in the second stage of 
negotiations. It can, however, be expected that at least 
the NP will demand that the PAC amend its position on 
violence and compromise. Should the PAC sign the 
Peace Accord of October 1991, it will go some way 
towards addressing these problems. 


The euphoria generated by the PAC's volte-face should 
be further tempered by the fac. that another major player 
still holds out again:< constitutional negotiations. The 
Conservative Party [CP], which many believe to be a 
growing force in white politics, will only enter negotia- 
tions On its own terms: the party insists that whites’ mght 
to “political self-determination”™ should be conceded in 
advance by other parties. If this demand 1s not met, the 
CP remains determined to stay out of negotiations and 
moreover wreck whatever agreements other parties may 
negotiate. In this regard, it is instructive that the CP has 
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not signed the Peace Accord, nor has i renounced the 
option of violence. These, however. need not be 
unchangeable positions 


Although phase one has not been completed, the next 
Stage in the negotiation process 1s scheduled to begin 
before he end of 1991. The outstanding business of the 
first stage will therefore have to be dealt with in the 
pre-negotiation phase This refers particularly to the 
inclusion of parties still outside the process, and the 
acceptance by all parties of the need for a peaceful 
settlement built on compromise 


One of the major issues to be tackled in the second phase 
1s the remaining lack of trust among participants. In an 
imterview with the authors, President F.W. de Kierk 
noted that some parties may deliberately try to delay the 
negotiation: process. In the meantime, they were pur- 
suing a strategy “of building up pressure and trying to 
force concessions before the negotiations, or weakening 
their opponents” Although de Klerk was careful not to 
mention names, it 1s known that there 1s deep suspicion 
in government circles about the real intentions behind 
the ANC’s support for mass action campaigns. The ANC 
im turn questions the ruling NP’s commitment to 
stamping out political violence, and also accuses the 
government of continuing to take unilateral decisions on 
major national issues such as the introduction of VAT 
[value added tax}. 


The alienation between the NP and the PAC runs even 
deeper. There 1s also a chasm of mistrust between the 
ANC and the IFP, with each side accusing the other of 
fomenting violence. IFP leader Dr Mangosuthu 
Buthelez: takes particular exception to the ANC's mass 
action politics. This indicated, he told the authors, that 
the ANC had not finally abandoned its position of 
“wanting to seize power™. In an evident reference to the 
PF. Buthelezi warned: “If anyone thinks they can gang 
up and force us, there will never be any peace in this 
country.” 


The CP's problems with most parties to its left go well 
beyond mistrust: the Conservatives believe that the 
pro-negotiation parties are committed to the creation of 
a black-ruled South Afinca, something which the CP 
refuses to be a party to. But the CP position is by no 
means solid. There is a known pro-negotiation faction in 
the party which may be waiting for an appropnate 
“signal” fiom either the ANC or the NP to break away 
from the CP and join the negotiating process. This signal 
would be in the form of an assurance that the demand for 
Afnkaner self-determination would be seriously consid- 
ered in constitutional negotiations (provided its advo- 
cates came forward with substantive proposals). 


An alternative view found in Pretoria holds that the CP 
has until now understandably kept out of the first stage 
of negotiations because it had nothing to gain by partic- 
ipating. Once the second phase started to produce tan- 
gible results, the CP would be compelled to reassess its 
position and this could precipitate the split previously 
mentioned. 
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The twin issues of violence and mustrusi—involving the 
NP. ANC and IFP—have to some extent been addressed 
by the Peace Accord. signed in October 1991. If the 
Accord 1s successfully implemented, this could further 
improve the climate for senous negotiation 


The NP and the ANC have. in their bilateral dealings. 
the advantage of a special relationship between their 
leaders. Despite dire predictions repeatedly made in the 
media. the personal rapport between de Kierk and 
Nelson Mandela remains intact. As the ANC leader told 
the authors in November, “there 1s no doubt that de 
Klerk is a very boilant, very smart and very charming 
person”. He also found the state president confident, 
“and that makes it easy to address problems if you are 
dealing with a man who 1s confident” 


Apart from mutual respect, theirs is an understanding 
based on the acceptance of one another's bona fides and 
the realization that their political fortunes are inextn- 
cably linked. The two leaders have developed a symbi- 
otic relationship in which each acknowledges that he 
needs the other to achieve his political objectives. As 
long as this partnership exists, there 1s a good chance that 
stumbling blocks between the two parties will be am- 
cably removed. 


‘snother familar obstacle 1s the setting of preconditions 
for negotiations, something all parties have done. Many, 
if not most, of the preconditions decreed at one point or 
another by the ANC, NP and the IFP have been met—at 
least to the extent that all are satisfied that the negotia- 


tions may proceed 


The question of negotiating forums also has io be 
addressed in the second phase. The PF believes a new 
constitution should be drafted by an elected constituent 
assembly, whereas the NP and Inkatha want to entrust 
this task to a multi-party conference. Buthelezi is very 
strongly opposed to the PF's proposed constituent 
asse nbly—to the extent that he told us he would not 
“touch it with a bargepole”. He saw the idea of an 
assembly as part of the ANC’s attempt to “seize power”. 


The composition of the executive branch of government 
during the process of transition 1s another crucial issue. 
The ruling NP. again * pported by the IFP. favors 
“transitional arrangements” that would draw other par- 
ties into executive decision-making in such a way that 
they share both power and accountability. PF members, 
reflecting internal differences on this score, insist on an 
“interim governmenvtransitional authority to ensure 
that the de Klerk regime does not preside over or 
manipulate the transition through the misuse of its de 
facto control over state power and resources”. 


In government circles there is confidence that transi- 
tional arrangements acceptable to at least the NP and the 
ANC could be one of the first concr te achievements of 
a multi-party conference. 


In practice, participation in transitional arrangements 
could prove to be a mixed blessing for parties such as the 
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ANC and the PAC. Once they share power in this 
fashion, they also share responsibility for the actions, or 
lack of them, of the executive. No area of executive 
responsibility 1s more contentious than the policing of 
black townships. The new co-rulers may soon find out 
that there is nothing like the exigencies of high office to 
stain the urblemished recora of a liberation movement. 


Shared executive responsibility may, however, also hold 
benefits for black opposition parties They would share 
the credit generated by government-iuaded programs for 
the upliftment of deprived communities. And these 
communities are precise!» the principal constituencies of 
the ANC, PAC and, of course, the IFP. As long as its 
opponents remain outside the executive, the ruling NP 
would earn all the credit for such initiatives. 


Some observers in fact suggest that the present govern- 
ment has embarked on a new WHAM (winning hearts 
and minds) campaign among blacks: by injecting mas- 
sive amounts of capital into development programs, the 
government hopes to improve the NP’s chances in a 
future general election by cutting into the liberation 
movements’ traditional constituency. From the govern- 
ment's perspective, therefore, a sharing of power has the 
disadvantage of giving away some of the credit derived 
from popular measures 


There is some hope in Pretoria that a multi-party con- 
ference would also resolve vexed issues surrounding an 
elected constituent assembly. The expectation is that 
such a conference would meet for a day or two before the 
end of 1991 to formally constitute itself, and then break 
up into working groups to deal with specific issues. 
Periodic plenary sessions would be held to consider 
proposals made by working groups. The government 
believes this procedure would prove to be so successful 
that the conference would convert itself into a fully- 
fledged constitution-making body—thus obviating the 
need for an elected assembly to perform this function. 


High on the agenda of a multi-party conference would 
probably be the drafting of a set of basic constitutional 
guidelines. These would include such standard demo- 
cratic features as universal franchise, free elections, free 
competition between pol.tical parties, and representa- 
tive government. There is already talk in informed 
circles that the NP would want to present these guide- 
lines for public approval in the form of a referendum, 
perhaps as early as the middle of 1992. Although it 
would be South Africa's first truly national referendum, 
the opinion of the white voters would be determined 
separately—thus allowing the NP to claim that it had 
honored an earlier election pledge to the white elec- 
torate, and hopefully allowing it a chance to prove to its 
right-wing critics that it enjoyed a popular (white) man- 
date. The expectation in government circles is obviously 
that the NP would win public endorsement of these 
guidelines. 


An early referendum on constitutional principles— 
assuming a positive verdict—would also serve the 
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important purpose of legitimating the negotiating pro- 
cess among the population =: large. Some observers hope 
that once the general public identified with the process, 
the level of political violence would drop sig» ificantly. 


Another issue that would have to be addressd in the 
pre-negotiation phase is the identification of the negoti- 
ating partners. A consensur is emerging between at least 
the ANC and the government that between 14 and 19 
political parties and organizations should be invited ‘ty 
take part in negotiations. They would all have demon- 
sirable (if not exactly defined) popular support. Cultural 
organizations, trade umions and other non-party-political 
bodies would thus be excluded. These organizations 
would, however, be given the opportunity to present 
their views to the working groups envisaged above. 


Only when the first two stages have been largely com- 
pleted can the parties enter the third phase, namely 
substantive negotiations. E2ch party may then decide to 
involve its leadership corps, having previously relied on 
subordinates in the working groups. This could be done 
at two levels. The top leaders of the various parties— 
including de Klerk, Mandela and Buthelezi—would not 
be involved in day-to-day negotiations but would consti- 
tute an informal “council of appeal” where issues that 
could not be resolved by their negotiating teams would 
be thrashed out. At the real operational level, the various 
parties would each be represented by a handful of 
leading figures. 


The government eidently accepts that future negotia- 
tions require a division of labor between itself and the 
NP. The party, and not the government, will be a 
fully-fledged participant in the negotiations. Some of the 
NP’s representatives may, however, be drawn from the 
rank; of current cabinet ministers. They would, either be 
relieved of their ministerial duties or their cabinet 
responsibilities would be reduced. 


All this does not mean that the government of the day 
will be absent from the negotiating table. Depending on 
the issues under consideration, ministers from the rele- 
vant portfolios might be invited to participate in a 
non-voting capacity. 


It is in the third stage that contending constitutional 
models will be placed on the negotiating table. Should 
basic constitutional principies have been approved 
before this stage is reached, the search for a settlement 
may well be eased. Yet some fundamental differences 
between the parties will remain. Among the contentious 
issues are a federal as opposed to a unitary form of 
government, and the related issue of the devolution 
versus the centralization of power, the constitutional 
protection of minority groups; and the mght to self- 
determination of a particular community. At least the 
major parties have, however, declared that they are 
wiling to compromise. 


Consider, for instance, Mandela's views on what he 
termed the “genuine fear” of whites of majority rule. 
Looking at future government institutions, he told us: “A 
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white person must see that Roe!f Meyer is there, a man 
whom he trusts, a man of his own flesh and blood.” He 
insisted that “it is not to preach racialism to say that the 
power structures which we are going to use to address 
our problems must be properly representative of all 
population groups in this country”. 


Economic policy may also prove to be highly conten- 
tious—unless, of course, the parties reach agreement 
during the second stage on basic economic principles, in 
conjunction with the envisaged set of constitutional 
guidelines. 

It is also during substantive negotiations that one may 
expect the formation of alliances between various par- 
ticipants. Some of these may have an ad hoc character, 
formed around a common position on a specific issue. 
Against such temporary and shifting coalitions, one may 
also see more enduring alliances emerge, built on shared 
beliefs or ideologies or on ethnic and even racial 
grounds. The PF, already formed during the first stage of 
the negotiating process, has come together on matters of 
procedure rather than substance. The PF may in due 
course try to present a united front on such issues of 
substance as the appropriate form of government (fed- 
eral against unitary). 


There is already talk that the NP intends forming an 
alliance with other parties, not least in a atiempt to 
present a credible challenge to the ANC (and whatever 
allies it may then have) in a general election that would 
follow the adoption of a new constitution. It has been 
widely speculated that this multi-racial and multi-ethnic 
coalition would be called the Christian Democratic Alli- 
ance. Among the NP’s prospective partners are the IFP 
and those elements in the DP [Democratic Party] that 
will not join forces with the ANC. Such an alliance may 
well come about during the phase of substantive negoti- 
ations. This stage may indeed be characterized by a good 
deal of political grandstanding as the parties gear up for 
the subsequent general election. 


However daunting this task may seem, the making of a 
new constitution may yet turn out to be the easy part of 
South Africa's journey into a new future. Making a new 
constitution—and indeed a new South Africa—work, 
will be the most difficult challenge of all. 


* Further on Inkatha Secret Training by SADF 


92AF0332E Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 10-16 Jan 92 pp 16-17 


[Article by Drew Forrest and Eddie Koch} 


[Text] “I joined Inkatha because I wanted to work for the 
freedom of the black man. I left it because I felt I was no 
more than a South Afnican Defence Force (SADF) agent. 


“I started by believing Inxatha's claims to be working for 
a democratic society by peaceful means. The deeper my 
involvement, the more I realized I was a vehicle for 
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instigating conflict among blacks, for undermining legit- 
imate organizations and maintaining the status quo.” 


The words are those of Mbongeni Khumalo, once the 
powerful leader of Inkatha’s Youth Brigade and an 
Inkatha Central Committee member over a three-year 
penod. 


Khumalo’s decision to go public was sparked by a recent 
attack on him by Inkatha’s Natal mouthpiece, Ilanga, in 
which he was branded an African National Congress 
[ANC] agent paid to leak damaging information about 
Inkatha to THE WEEKLY MAIL. He strongly denies the 
allegations, and plans legal action against Ilanga. 


Ousted from Inkatha in 1979, he says for raising ques- 
tions about its policies, he was personally lured back to 
the fold by Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi and 
installed as assistant national organizer of the Youth 
Brigade in 1987. 


At Inkatha rallies, Buthelezi proudly introduced him 
from the stage as an important catch for the organiza- 
tion, he says. This was despite the fact that the Inkatha 
leader was well aware Khumalo had previous convic- 
tions for minor criminal offenses. 


In 1989, when the Youth Brigade national organizer, 
Ntwe Mafole, was jailed for arson, he took over as acting 
national organizer. From being an observer at Central 
Committee meetings, he became a fz!ly-‘tedged member. 


By the time of his resignation in march last year, his 
disillusionment was total, he says. 


Khumalo is the most senior Inkatha official to break 
ranks in recent years. 


At 33, a married man with a house in Ulundi, he does 
not strike one as a typical activist. But Inkatha clearly 
valued his administrative and organizational skills—in a 
short time, he had won a significant following among the 
youth. 


Articulate, with an immaculate command of English and 
an encyclopedic memory for detail, he trained himself in 
political analysis through correspondence courses and 
was extensively used as a political instructor in Inkatha’s 
youth wing. As acting national organizer he was the 
Youth Brigade spokesman, and gave numerous press 
briefings and conferences on youth affairs. 


In hours of interviews with THE WEEKLY MAIL. he 
provided a fascinating insight into the dynamics of the 
controversy-dogged organization and its leaders. 


He believes that without Buthelezi's drive and political 
cunning, and the massive and long-term assistance of the 
South African Police and Military Intelligence, Inkatha 
would long ago have withered on the vine. 


He is also convinced that Buthelezi is well aware of the 
nature and extent of security force support for the 
movement he controls, and that men close to the Inkatha 
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leader—notably his personal secretary MZ Khumalo— 
are “closely linked” to Military Intelligence. 


MZ, described by Khumalo as “a very dedicated man; he 
works a 24-hour day for his master’, took the rap during 
last year’s Inkatha funding scandal and resigned his 
position. Khumalo understands MZ still covertly works 
for Inkatha and draws a salary. 


His introduction to the seamier side of Inkatha came 
shortly after his recruitment, when he observed “myste- 
rious, clean-cut guys” collecting salaries from Inkatha 
offices in Ulundi—apparently for doing nothing. 


These, he would later learn, were the 200 Inkatha mem- 
bers trained by the SADF in the Caprivi Sup and in 
Israel in 1986. Two years later, when he gave them 
political training at a Matikulu, he noted that they were 
both highly disciplined and politically sophisticated. 


Pooh-poohing President F.W. de Klerk’s claim that the 
Caprivi training was for “security and VIP protection”, 
he says the men were essentially schooled in assassina- 
tion techniques and guernila warfare. 


“They were divided into four units on completing their 
training: offensive. defensive, contra-mobilization and 
aides,” he says. “Regular members of the kwaZulu 
Police Force (KZP) were the natural candidates for 
bodyguard work. The trainees were loyal Inkatha mem- 
bers chosen from all Inkatha areas, to ensure that the 
organization's interests came first.” 


He also points to the intense secrecy surrounding the 
training—a policy of which Buthelezi must have been 
aware. The whereabouts of the Namibian camp was 
carefully concealed from the trainees, who were warned 
that they faced death if they divulged details of their 
training, he says. 


In 1989, after passing through an Inkatha youth camp in 
a Matikulu and a secret camp at Mkuze, in northern 
Natal, the 200 were absorbed into the KZP—which 
Khumalo describes as “the military wing of Inkatha”’. 


Violent crimes committed by the Namibian graduates 
subsequently make it clear, he says, that Inkatha hitmen 
are still about their grisly work. THE WEEKLY MAIL 
last year provided names of hit squad trainees currently 
being sought by police for murder and other crimes. 


Some had joined the reaction unit at kwaMakutha; these 
were explicitly mentioned by the KZP’s Sergeant 
Mthembu in a supreme court action last year. Fearing 
that he was earmarked for assassination, Mthembu 
applied for an order preventing his transfer to kwa- 
Makutha, where he said hit teams were active. 


Khumalo says the cream of the Caprivi 200 were 
retained at Ulundi where, out of uniform, they “loitered 
around, waiting for the call.” 
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“Hit squads exist to ensure theze 1s no political oppesi- 
tion to Inkatha and its leaders. If anyone emerges as an 
opponent, they are rubbed out,” he comments. 


In 1989, Khumalo was brought into direct and extensive 
contact with two other mysterious organizations, the 
Pretoria-based Adult Education Consultants (AEC) and 
the Durban-based Creed Consultants. 


He was asked to coordinate a series of leadersi..p courses 
for Inkatha leaders at the secret Mkuze camp, beginning 
early in 1989 and ending in late 1990, conducted by 
whites from AEC and Creed. With a heavy bias against 
the ANC and its allies, this training set out to upgrade 
Inkatha and convert it into a major national force which 
could pose a political challenge to the ANC. 


“Creed’s managing director, Guy Boardman, was fond 
of telling the trainees that if Inkatha didn’t pull up its 
socks, it would be no more than a line in the history 
books,” Khumalo says. 


He soon learnt that all aspects of the training, including 
the establishment of the Mkuze camp's infrastructure at 
a cost of some R{rands]600,000, the purchase of vehicles 
valued at about R350,000, and the feeding and transpor- 
tation of course participants over a two-year period, 
were paid for by Creed. 


“Inkatha had a huge overdraft at the time—there was no 
way it could have paid for such an expensive project.” 


Also based at Mkuze for a four-month period were the 
200 Caprivi graduates. Creed paid their salanes—a 
minimum of R900 a month—and MZ Khumalo person- 
ally supervised the collection of wages from Creed on a 
monthly basis. 


On seeing Creed’s Boardman at the Mkuze camp, some 
of the Caprivi graduates had immediately recognized 
him from Namibia, where they said he had been 
involved in training them. 


“It became abundantly clear to me that the army was 
involved in setting up this camp because the beds 1n the 
barracks and the stove in the kitchen all had official 
SADF stamps on them,”” Khumalo declares. 


An elaborate veil of secrecy was also drawn over the 
Mkuze camp. A notice at the camp entrance, personally 
signed by MZ Khumalo, warned that it was a no-go area, 
and training abruptly ceased when press reports about 
the camp began to appear. 


On a visit to Pretoria with Creed staffers, (Mbongeni) 
Khumalo was introduced to Dr Louis Pasques, the head 
of AEC, and other AEC employees. The tenor of the 
discussions made it abundantly clear that the two orga- 
nizations were linked and that AEC was the parent body. 


Pasques was referred to by the Creed men as “Doc”, and 
Creed regularly phoned him from Durban for advice. 
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At a later stage, he says, Creed also paid for an Inkatha 
recruiting drive by the Caprivi graduates in schools at 
Mzumbe, on the Natal south coast—hardly the standard 
task of a bona fide independent consultancy. 


In 1989, Khumalo witnessed a presentation by Pasques 
and Boardman at an Inkatha Central Committee 
meeting, also attended by Buthelezi. At this Pasques 
proposed the creation of an Inkatha-sponsored ““democ- 
racy movement”, drawing in “moderates” such as the 
Zion Christian Church’s Bishop Barnabas Lekhanyane 
and Ama-Afrika’s Ebenezer Magina, which would be 
able to tap overseas funding sources closed to Inkatha 
because of its tainted image. 


Pasques said Ril-million was available for such a 
project, and sidestepped questions about the source of 
the funding, Khumalo says. “It is interesting that 
Buthelezi asked no questions about where this huge sum 
was to come from. His only concern was that he might 
lose control of the new organization.” 


Khumalo concluded that both AEC and Creed were 
SADF fronts. There is overwhelming independent evi- 
dence for inis, much of it published in recent editions of 
THE WEEKLY MAIL. 


Security force support for Inkatha was not limited to 
leadership and military training. Khumalo helped stage 
Inkatha’s now-notorious King’s Park rally in November 
1989, and knew of the R250,000 provided by the South 
African Police (SAP) for its organization. 


He also made most of the logistical arrangements for an 
Inkatha rally at M.umbe last year, which police also 
funded—long after the alleged suspension of state sup- 
port for Inkatha. He scoffs at police claims that the 
gathering was a non-party political affair, aimed at 
countering crime. 


Spearheading the police involvement in the rallies was 
Major Louis Botha, whose relationship with Buthelezi 
was “closer than close’, Khumalo says. Botha openly 
boasted that he controlled Buthelezi’s bodyguard and 
visited Ulundi two or three times a week. 


The SAP also produced a propaganda video for Inkatha’s 
use, which pinned the blame for the Pietermaritzburg 
violence on the ANC and which was shown to a full 
meeting of the Inkatha Central Committee, attended by 
Buthelezi. Commentary throughout the film was pro- 
vided by a police officer named Major Conradie, making 
its SAP origins crystal-clear, Khumalo says. 


Khumalo also reveals that throughout 1989, in collabo- 
ration with Inkatha, the SADF’s Natal Command had 
drafted and distributed tens of thousands of leaflets in 
Natal townships vilifying the Mass Democratic Move- 
ment (MDM). 


MZ Khumalo was deeply involved in the joint pamphle- 
teering Operation, attending strategy meetings with 
SADF personnel and receiving leaflets drafted by the 
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military on his personal fax machine for approval. The 
Defence force paid for the printing of the pamphlets, 
Mbongeni Khumalo says. 


“I was personally present when some of these faxes from 
Natal Command arrived on MZ’s fax machine and it left 
me with no doubt that he had close links with the 
military,” he says. 


This is the first direct evidence to back the widely held 
belief that MZ Khumalo, Buthelezi’s nght-hand man, 
acted as Inkatha’s chief liaison with Pretoria’s security 
forces. 


Mbongen:i Khumalo has an in-depth knowledge of Mil- 
itary Intelligence’s role in providing this form of propa- 
ganda back-up to Inkatha, as he had been present at 
numerous pamphlet drops, carried out by a self- 
confessed SADF member called Izwelihle Zulu at mid- 
night in such areas as Inanda, Ndwedwe, kwaMakutha 
and Umiazi. 


On one occasion, he personally witnessed Zulu enter the 
Natal command and emerge with leaflets for distribu- 
tion. 


The pamphlet drops took place at midnight, and stra- 
tegic public places such as taxi ranks and shopping 
centers were targeted. The two would return during the 
day to check how many pamphlets had been picked up. 


Khumalo says the pamphlets were intended as a 
response to MDM initiatives such as stayaways and 
school boycotts, and vilified such organizations as the 
United Democratic Front [UDF] and the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions [Cosatu]. Some were 
unmarked, others were marked as coming from Inkatha. 


Khumalo produced written reports on the operations for 
MZ, which would “definitely” have been forwarded to 
Buthelezi, he says. 


His allegations have beer put to the SADF, which 
refused to comment. 


Khumalo lists two other issues suggesting further secu- 
rity force links with Inkatha. He asks how the Central 
Committee came to possess the sensitive internal ANC 
documents it frequently analyzed and debated. 


He also says the military bought two 2.8-liter Toyota 
Cressidas for Buthelezi’s bodyguards—al! former 
Caprivi trainees—and that the vehicles are currently 
parked at Buthelezi's private residence at Nkonjeni. 


Khumalo has no doubt that Buthelezi knew of all the 
various forms of assistance given Inkatha by the security 
forces. 


“Nothing happens in Inkatha without his knowledge ard 
approval. 


“He once told us that he would make use of the devil if 
it would promote the organization. As far as I'm con. 
cerned, that’s exactly what he has done.” 
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Trained To Be Leaders—On Pain of Dismissal 


Military Intelligence (MI) gave systematic secret training 
to Inkatha’s top decision-makers over a two-year period 
in a bid to shore up the organization in its political battle 
with the ANC. 


According to Mbongeni Khumalo, the former chief of 
Inkatha’s Youth Brigade and the coordinator of the 
training, two MI front organizations provided leadership 
and political education courses for members of Inkatha’s 
top executive body, the central committee, and kwaZulu 
cabinet ministers. kwaZulu MPs, youth activists and 
even school inspectors were also trained. 


The training was heavily weighted against the ANC and 
its allies, Khumalo says. Participants were told that if 
Inkatha “failed to pull up its socks, it would be no more 
than a line in the history books”. 


He also revealed that the Inkatha president, Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi had instructed central committee 
members to attend the courses on pain of dismissal. 


kwaZulu cabinet ministers who had attended courses 
included MM September, minister of welfare and pen- 
sions, Chief Nxumalo, deputy minister of finance: and 
VB Ndlovu, deputy minister of works, he said. 


Niulhons of rands were poured into the training, con- 
ducted by two MI fronts, Durban-based Creed Consult- 
ants and Pretoria-based Adult Education Consultants, at 
a secret camp at Mkuze in northern Natal between early 
1989 and late 1990. It was discontinued after reports of 
the camp began to surface in the press. 


THE WEEKLY MAIL has already reported tha! the 
Mkuze camp was used as a temporary base for 200 
Inkatha members trained in guerrilla warfare and assas- 
sination techniques by the SADF in Namibia and in 
Israel. 


But according to Khumalo, its principal purpose was to 
provide leadership, organizational and political training 
for Inkatha. 


Courses were offered “seven days a week" by whites, 
some from Creed and some from Adult Education Con- 
sultants. Among the Creed trainers were managing 
director Guy Boardman, Greg Dawson and Mike Davis. 


Creed had carned out extensive research into Inkatha’s 
strengths and weaknesses before initiating the training, 
Khumalo said. During the courses, trainers laid repeated 
emphasis on Inkatha’s loss of support in the townships, 
particularly among ti... youth; its lack of a media strategy 
and poor media profile, its inadequate resources and the 
central committee's lack of commitment to the Inkatha 
cause 


Inkatha leaders were encouraged to appear on television 
and to initiate development projects in order to win 
popular support. “Negative references were constantly 
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made to the ANC and the Mass Democratic Move- 
ment,” Khumalo said. “The courses were not objective; 
there was a lot of bias. Their aim was to make Inkatha a 
major political player.” 


Khumalo bluntly states that both Adult Education Con- 
sultants and Creed were MI fronts, confirming indepen- 
dent WEEKLY MAIL information, extensively reported 
in recent editions. Khumalo says beds, bedding and 
stoves used at Mkuze were provided by the SADF and 
clearly marked as such. 


He relates how the first course, for all central committee 
members, nearly ended in disarray when youthful par- 
ticipants objected that “they were being addressed by the 
Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB). Only after the per- 
sonal intervention of Buthelezi's closest aide, MZ Khu- 
malo, did the training continue. 


The costs of the training were immense, and could 
hardly have been borne by the notoriously cash-strapped 
Inkatha. Khumalo says the establishment cost of the 
Mkuze camp—including accommodation, a canteen, 
ablution facilities and a lecture room—were R700,000. 
Running and maintenance costs were born by Creed, 
which also purchased four Toyota minibuses, a Toyota 
Hilux, a 2.5-ton Toyota Dyna and VW Jetta, collectively 
worth R350,000, for the project. 


Meals for a single three-day course, generally attended by 
about 40 people, would have cost close to R5,000. This 
suggests that food alone may have cost R500,000 a year. 


Transport was provided for participants, and there is 
also the small matter of payment for the training. Khu- 
malo says Creed billed Inkatha for the training in order 
to maintain the fiction that it was an independent 
consultancy, but that the cheques were never banked. 


As an indication of what MI front operatives were paid, 
disgruntled former MI man Dr Ben Conradie has told 
THE WEEKLY MAIL that he was offered a university 
professor's salary with a 25 percent weighing to work for 
AEC. 


* Oil Refinery Expansions Detailed 


* Industry's Rapid Growth 
92AF0300A Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 pp 39-40 


{Article by Kim Trollip: “What's Behind All This Hydro- 
carbon Hoopla’”—first paragraph is E°VIGNEERING 
NEWS introduction} 


[Text] Close to R{rands]}3-billion 1s being pumped into 
revamp and rejuvenation projects at South Afnca’s four 
oil refinenes. And R8.9-billion has virtually been spent 
on Mossgas. These investments make the hydro-carbons 
industry one of the most acive in the country. 


The rapid growth in local demand for petrol, expansion 
into sub-Saharan Africa. the lifting of sanctions and 
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greater availability of crude oil have motivated large 
scale expansion at South Afncan refineries. 


The growth in demand during the 1980s was 5.7 percent 
a year and has resulted in demand exceeding local 
production capacity from the Sapref, Caltex, Genref and 
Natref [National Petroleum Refinery of South Afnca] 
refineries. 


Sasol [South Afncan Coal, Oil, and Gas Corporation] Oil 
spokesman Lean Strauss tells THE ENGINEERING 
NEWS continued growth in the demand for petrol—of at 
least 4 percent over the medium term—is expected. 


Experts interviewed by THE ENGINEERING NEWS 
echo these sentiments for favourable growth in the 
medium term. 


Diesel demand during the 1980s grew at 1.5 percent a 
year and limited spat capacity still exists. 


It is however estimated that this will be eliminated over 
the next few years and it 1s against this background that 
the refinery expansions include increased diese! produc- 
tion as well. 


The main requuement for middle distillates (mainly 
diesel) comes from the transport, industnal and agricul- 
tural sectors which are responsible for 60 percent of 
diesel consumption. 


The economic performance of these sectors and of the 
economy in general is crucial in determining diesel 
consumption. 


But growth will not be limited to this country and 
sub-Saharan African markets are being studied. 


There 1s no “reasonable sized” refinery between South 
Afnca and Nigeria, presenting an ideal opportunity to 
supply petrol and diese! to the sub-continent. 


If all refinery projects proceed as planned, South Afinca 
could well not utilise the total capacity for domestic 
demand. 


As economic unit increases are large in refining, spare 
capacity is expected to be available for a number of 
years. 


Strauss says the Sasol group of companies has made 
numerous contacts with Afncan ol authorities over the 
last couple of year 


Jock McKenzie, chief of Amencan-owned Caltex, says 
South Africa 1s well placed to supply Africa with fuel 
requirements, but export opportunities will depend on 
profit margins and local demand growth. 


Total's Jean-Claude Goffinet says the local oil refining 
industry in the first instance has as a target the supply of 
the local market 


But, he adds, depending on the lifting of sanctions, 
opportunities will be sought to supply further afield. 
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Engen chief Rob Angel is confident that the expansions 
will meet local product growth requirements and see 
increasing exports to Africa and the Indian Ocean 
regions. 


He believes there will be opportunity for third party 
processing as well. 


Improving relations between South Afnnca and the rest of 
Africa may present the opportunity for local refinernes to 
refine west African oil from Angola, Gabon, Congo and 
Cameroon. 


Most crude oils produced on the west coast of Afnca are 
technically acceptable to the majority of local refinenes. 


But, as Strauss puts it, whether to source crude o1! from 
the region will be a function of its price. 


Goffinet reiterates that crude selection is dnven by 
economics, although in a sanction-free environment 
consideration could be given to crudes produced on the 
African continent. 


In addition to the delivered price consideration are the 
logistics of supply, the quality of the crude, the compo- 
sition of various fractions, contaminate levels and the 


respective refinery configurations. 


Most of the African crudes carry a price of premium 
because of low sulphur contents and the relative close- 
ness to the USA and European markets. 


As a result, most west Afnican crudes are not competi- 
tively pnced for the South African markets. 


Depending on the specific requirements of a particular 
refinery, Strauss says it might from time to time be 
economical to process these crudes. 


McKenzie says South Afnca is well placed to supply 
Afnca with fuel requirements, but export opportunities 
will depend on profit margins. as well as local demand 
growth. 


“Should Angolan or other Afmcan crude become avail- 
able, purchases would depend on pmrce and quality 
compared with current and alternative suppliers ~ 


Africa's refining capacity is imadequate relative to 
demand. 


South Afnca could supply and increase exports to Africa. 
but this would depend on securnty/reliability of supply. 
relative prices, ability to pay and in some cases the 
development of counter trade opportunities 


* Mossgas Highlights 
924F0300B Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 p 41 


[Text] Actual construction on the Mossgz; refinery 
started in April 1989 and 1s on schedule for completion 
at the end of March next year 
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“This 36 month construction period is in itself a major 
feat, as is the size and complexity of the project,” says 
Heavy Lift 

“The heavy lift contract, awarded to Group Five and 
managed by BDL's heavy lifts department, must be 
highlighted.” 

The contract began in August 1989 with the installation 
of 114,60 ton precast pipe support beams—followed by 
200 vessels and other equipment items. 


Heavy lifts peaked in mid-! 990 with the erection of three 
hot quench towers weighing 450 tons each. 


The flare stacks, 115m high and weighing 75 tons, 
completed the major lifts in May 1991. 


Energising Intakes 

Nel lists the engineering of 132 kV power intakes as a 
mayor highlight. 

Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] upgraded its 
southern Cape network in order to complete the task. 


Each intake unit is sized to accommodate the entire 
plant loan of approximately 200 MVA. 


The first of the two major distribution sub-stations was 
energised early in March. 


Twelve of the remaining fourteen area sub-stations are 
on line feeding commissioned utility units. 


The 10.8 MW critical power generator necessary for the 
safe plant shutdown in case of Eskom failure is scheduled 
to be on line in January 1992 and the main 100 MW 


plant generator following later. 


Safety 


Another highlight according to Nel is safety on the 
project. 


The BDL safety team set new standards for the construc- 
tion industry by achieving 5-million man-hours without 
disabling injury as well as a number of safety awards. 


Mossgas is a project with two legs and the offshore 
component cannot be excluded. 
Rough Seas 


“A highlight was the achievement of a major offshore 
platform and the successful launching thereof in rough 
seas,” comments Nel. 


“Jackets are usually launched in 2m swells, we had 4m 
swells to contend with. 


“To avoid the nsk of cap sizing, the decision was taken to 
launch the structure in rough seas. 


“It proved to be the nght one.” 
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* Mossgas Near Completion 
92AF0300C Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 p 53 


{Article by Kim Trollip] 

[Text] Overall construction progress on the Mossgas 
onshore section is 93 percent under ‘he belt, with final 
completion due in the second quarter in March 1992— 
three months behind schedule. 


“Our main activity at the moment involves finishing the 
plant off, completing instrumentation and handing units 
over to the operation people,” says onshore project 
director Ben Nel. 


“This 1s an extremely time consuming process which has 
to be handled very carefully.” 


The offsites and utilities areas are 97 percent complete, 
the major packages 93 percent complete, the refinery 88 
percent complete and the synthol unit 85 percent com- 
plete. 


There are some 40 contractors and some | 1,500 people 
on site. 


Due to the progressive handover of plant, activity on site 
varies and is dependent on the state of completion of 
each unit. 


All compressors are installed and the final alignment of 
pumps is the main mechanical activity. 


The plant itself appears ready to go with the flare stacks 
erect and process units interconnected by the massive 
east west pipe rack. 


The surrounding area is, however, still a mini dust bowl 
although civils work is under way. 


LTA and Murray & Roberts are carrying out the civils in 
the tank farm and process area, LTA the general site 
civils and Asla Power roads phase |. 


Final grading is taking place at present, while the perma- 
nent site road network and embankments as well as pipe 
work erection and hydrotesting of lines have com- 
menced. 


Lines are also being flushed prior to the mechanical 
completion of all systems within process units. 


Electrical installations are well advanced with all but two 
substations energised and underground cable pulling 
complete. 


The complex instrumentation work 1s proceeding well 
and loop checking across the site is 35 percent complete. 


Mechanicals, electricals and instrumentation contractors 
still on site include Babcock Engineering (refinery and 
synthol areas), CBI (tankfarm), MCD (mechanicals and 
piping on offsites and utilities) and Ical (reformer 
mechanicals and piping). 
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Other contractors on site are Groenewalds, KPL/ETSA, 
Genrec and a number of smaller companies. 
Fireproofing is well underway and painting is carried out 
as workfaces become available. 

The spanking new Mossgas is impressive both in size and 
appearance, with shiny new vessels and piping as yet 
unused. 


The work which remains to be done however is time 
consuming and complex. 


“From a progress point of view, there is 7 percent to go 
in the next five months,” explains Nel. 


“Considering monthly progress has peaked at over 5 
percent, this does not appear to be a lot. 


“However, as any project person knows, the hardest part 
is the last part and there is a considerable amount of 
work remaining to be done.” 


This includes a continuation and completion (on a unit 
basis) of the activities mentioned above. 


In addition, is the changing need for the plant not just to 
be built, but to be operational. 


Nel adds that this requires greater attention to detail. 


THE ENGINEERING NEWS was taken to the solid 
waste disposal site which will handle the waste emerging 
from the onshore plant. 


The site, which is nearing completion, is split into three 
areas; solid waste disposal (unit 98), spent synthol cata- 
lyst disposal (unit 55) and solid effluent treatment (unit 
59). 


All nine systems on unit 98 have been submitted to 
Mossgas ready for commissioning; unit 55 is nearing 
completion and civils on unit 59 are complete with 
erection of the belt press in progress. 


Both unit 55 and unit 59 will be handed over to 
operations by the end of the year. 


Ine handover of progress units commenced in October 
this year with completion and operation of the air 
separation unit. 

Handovers which have taken place since then include 
waste handling (part 2), arc furnace feed belt, solid waste 
disposal (98), foul sewer, flare, rail loading and chemical 
dosing. 

The sea outfall pipeline was the most recent handover on 
13 November. 


* Mossgas Onshore Plart 
92AF0300D Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 p 55 


{Article by Kim Trollip] 


FBIS-AFR-92-031 
14 February 1992 


[Text] Commissioning of the process units has started in 
earnest on the Mossgas onshore site in preparation for 
the first gas on site in early 1992. 


Uulity units and sections of these units undergoing 
Start-up activity, testing and flushing include the dem- 
ineralisation plant, boilers, compressors and the first 
oxygen trains of the air separation plant. 


The first gas will be fed to the process units in the second 
quarter of 1992. 


The effluent pipeline, stormwater plant and sewage 
treatment plant are commissioned and ready for opera- 
tions. 


Early commissioning of compressors 1s taking place as 
they become available. 


If necessary, test gases are run through equipment and 
plant to make sure they are in working order. 


“One of the keys to a successful commissioning on a 
plant the size of Mossgas is to get utilities and the 
emergency power generation system commissioned 
early,” states operations GM [General Manager] John 
Theo. 


“Commissioning on utilities which includes instrumen- 
tation gas and steam 1s 80 percent complete. 


“We are testing the utilities systems early and getting 
over the teething problems before hydrocarbons are run 


through the plant.” 


The utilities which have been commissioned include 
lime handling, plant and instrument air, fire water, 
utility cooling tower (unit 53) and the nitrogen com- 
pressor. 


In addition to the current commissioning, is a lot of 
training activity. 


Some 650 training courses are run each month. 


These include autodynamic simulation, on-plant oper- 
ator training as well as fire and safety courses. 


Mossgas onshore refinery 1s scheduled to be fully com- 
missioned in the first quarter of 1993 and will be running 
at full capacity by the third quarter of that year. 


THE ENGINEERING NEWS asked Theo what the 
chances are of Mossgas never producing fuel, but being 
converted to petrochemical production. 


He says, “! do not see a scenario where we will manu- 
facture no fuels at all but it makes sense to develop 
downstream processing and revenue enhancing ventures. 


“I believe that in five or ten years time, it will make sense to 
have a petrochemical complex growing around Mossgas. 


“The plant is an ideal source of raw materials, it 1s 
located at the coast and it has an existing infrastructure. 
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“Down the road, there is an ongoing requirement for 
ethylene and ethylene crackers. 


“It would make economic sense to locate a cracker in 
Mossel Bay, but there are no firm plans at this stage.” 


Theo says there are other opportunities for development 
including LPG [Liquefied Petroleum Gas] and propane. 


However, he adds that these may be operated by outside 
parties who purchase the feedstock from Mossgas. 


“This will all depend on future negotiations and discus- 
sions, but before we look seriously at such possibilities 
our first priority is to get the plant up and running,” 
concludes the GM. 


* Genref Expansion 
92AF0300E Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 pp 43, 50 


[Text] The R{rand]600-million phase | of the R1.5- 
billion Genref expansion project is on schedule with 
engineering 90 percent complete and construction 40 
percent complete. 


Some 80 percent of the new equipment is already on site, 
the project 1s almost out of the ground and the majority 
of structures are in place. 


Expansion project construction manager John Douglas 
says: “This progress prepares for a good transition from 
civil to mechanical trades.” 


He tells THE ENGINEERING NEWS that current 
progress places the team well on the way to meeting its 
aim for 50 percent construction completion by year end, 


despite a tight and aggressive schedule. 


This was done in order to allow thorough preparation for 
the 28 day shutdown in July 1992, when the conversion 


to new plant will take place. 


Jack Gulledge, spokesperson for managing contractor 
Fluor, says everything has to be “done mght the first 
tume”™ because the shutdown cannot be extended if 
mistakes are made. 


Fluor Engineering SA [Republic of South Afnca] was 
awarded the engineering, procurement and construction 
management of the 1992 revamp 12 months ago and 
engineering status is now 90 percent complete with 
remaining work being finalisation of tail end and shut- 
down engineering. 


The overall completion of phase |, which will increase 
capacity by 40 percent, 1s scheduled for 3! July 1992. 


The phase involves upgrading of the crude distillation 
unit, the fluid cracker, the catalytic reformer, the cata- 
lytic hydro desulphunsation unit and the saturated gas 
plant together with vanous utility works. 


THE ENGINEERING NEWS team was escorted around 
the site and shown the various areas of progress. 
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All work, such as piping, in the outlying areas was carned 
out first, and contractors are now moving into the more 
complex process areas. 


First stop was the crude unit where a vessel was being 
lifted on to the support structure by one of the large 
cranes on site. 


The revamp and debottlenecking of the primary crude 
unit 1s central to the expansion project and will aid in 
increasing Capacity. 

The extension to the main north to south pipe rack, 
which involved extensive structural steel, is fully erected. 


The rack and associated piping on the gasoline blending 
unit 1s currently being installed. 


The large number of workers in this area is impressive. 


But as Gulledge explains, because they are working on 
existing Operating plant, all excavation is done manually. 


Work in the tank farm is progressing according to 
schedule with the two new storage tanks already erected. 
Associated pumps and pipes are on site and awaiting 
installation. 


The west cooling tower, made of California redwood, has 
been dismantled and work on the new concrete tower has 
started. 


THE ENGINEERING NEWS was shown the fluid cat- 
alytic cracking unit where preparation for several major 
lifts 1s underway. 


The large crane which will lift off the old reactor and 
regenerator has arrived on site and 1s being assembied. 


The new replacement vessels from CBI [expansion not 
given] are expected on site early in the new year. 


The majority of civil works is complete, with 3,000 m°* 
out of 3,500 m?’ of concrete poured. 


Some 50 percent of the 140,000m of underground 
cabling has been laid. 


Of the 705 tons of structural steel to be erected, 8.5 
percent 1s up and standing. 


Overall piping 1s 20 percent complete. 


An indication of the scale of the project 1s gained when 
looking at the equipment involved. 


New equipment being installed on the project includes 
78 pumps, two compressors, | 5 drums three towers, 62 
exchangers and 23 mixers. 


Equipment being revamped includes 54 pumps, | 0 com- 
pressors, 55 drums, nine towers, 92 exchangers and two 
boilers. 
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* Caltex Programs 
92AF0300F Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 p 44 


[Text] The Caltex Refinery was initially commissioned 

in 1966 and has over the years undergone three major 

debottlenecking and expansion programmes. 

The first in the late 1960s was an overall uprating of 

capacity and the second early in the following decade, 

involved the addition of a vacuum distillation unit and a 

catalytic cracker. 

High growth rates in the mid-seventies demanded a 

doubling of capacity. 

In 1978, at the time of the major world oil crisis and the 

start of sanctions against South Africa, the second train 

of distillation units and another cat cracker were com- 
~—— 


Demand reduced again in the early 1980s with the 
opening of Sasol ‘South Africa Coal, Oil, and Gas 
Corporation] 2 and Sasol 3. 


As a result, one of the distillation trains and a cracking 
train were mothballed in 1984. 


Since then, demand has grown slowly over the years and 
only small projects have been undertaken to satisfy 
demand. 


However, current demands exceed operating capacity 
and with the likely demise of sanctions and opportuni- 
ties for export to Africa growing, large scale expansion 
has once again become possible. 


Concludes refinery GM Johan Lubbe, “With the R278- 
million expansion, we are well placed to meet the 
demands of the 1990s. 


* Caltex Programs 
92AF0300G Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91 p 45 


[Text] The R{rand]280-million, two phase upgrading of 
Caltex Refinery is entirely on schedule, with some of the 
work ahead of programme. 


R80-million is dedicated to a state-of-the-art distributed 
computer controls system (DCS) io be fully implemented 
by December 1991; R44-million to increasing the crude 
capacity and R60-million to a catalytic polymerisation 
(cat poly) unit. 


In addition, R9-million will be spent on converting new 
units to around the clock DCS control; R44-million on 
recommissioning the mothballed fluid catalytic cracking 
unit (FCCU) and finally, R40-million on improving the 
efficiency of the catalytic reformer and other smaller 
projects. 
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Project Update 


THE ENGINEERING NEWS was taken around the 
bustling site and shown the cat poly plant which 1s 
already under construction. 


“At this stage, the cat poly unit (part of phase I) 1s ahead 
of programme and has been pulled in by six months 
which means it should be completed by the third quarter 
of next year,” says refinery director and GM [General 
Manager} Johan Lubbe. 


The unit will be upgraded to produce a high octane 
petrol blend component from lighter streams which 
would otherwise go to LPG [Liquefied Petroleum Gas). 


This will enhance the ability to handle the last reduction 
in lead content of petrol. 


Phase I also involves the rehabilitation of the mothballed 
distillation train for commissioning early next year. 


This ecommuissioning of the crude and vacuum distilla- 
tion units was scheduled for December this year but has 


been postponed until February next year because 11 was 
decided that the peak holiday season would not be a 
suitable time to complete this major task. 


These units will initially start-up on pneumatic instru- 
ments, but will be converted to electronic DCS by | 994. 


Phase 2 involves an increase in overall capacity. 


The recommissioning of the FCCU 1s underway and 
scheduled for completion in early 1993. 


The overall impact of the phase | and 2 capacity increase 
projects will be to increase crude throughput capacity by 
70 percent; production volume by 76 percent and bal- 
anced white oil yield by 3 percent. 


Outside Involvement 


Project management on the DCS was done in-house by 
Caltex, although some expertise (individuals or groups) 
was contracted in. 


A similar procedure is being followed on phase | and 
phase 2 of the project. 


Most design work is being done in-house, although 
Foster Wheeler in London has been appointed to do 
some of the specialist design work on the project. 


Babcock Africa is involved in the site rehabilitation and 
construction work and will do some fabrication work. 


Workers from this company are highly visible in the 
refinery in this stage and can be seen on the scaffolding 
which has been set up on a plant + hich 1s being 
revamped. 


BCG Engineering Contractors (formerly Foster Wheeler 
SA) did the detailed design for the cat poly plant. 
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CBI has been awarded the construction contract on this 
sectia.. of the revamp 


A small project team 1s working on the reformer 
upgrading and the design work has been contracted out 
to Fluor 


The proyect at Caltex Refinery aims to add the highest 
value possible to the crude which 1s refined in the plant 


* Caltex Catalytic Reformer 


924F0300H Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 6 Dec 91, #6 


[Text] Caltex Refinery, being revamped to the tune of 
R{rands}240-muilhon, has announced an additional R 30- 
millon project to upgrade its catalytic reformer 


This was revealed to THE ENGINEERING NEWS by 
director and general manager Johan Lubbe during a visit 
to the installation 


The R30-million project, to upgrade the run length and 
efficiency of the reformer, will umprove the refinery’s 


high octane petro! capability 


It 1s already on the drawing board and could be ready for 
commissioning by 1993 


Final approval of the project 1s expected within the next 
three months. 


This announcement, plus several smaller projects, boosts 
the amount being spent on the refinery to R278-million. 


The entire revamp will be complete by carly 1994. 


The reformer 1s the process unit which upgrades most of 
the raw petrol out of the crude oil and raises the octane 
number from around 40 to 95. 


The unit contains a catalyst which deactivates and 
therefore has to be reactivated every so often. 


It is extremely expensive to shut down, so to strike a 
balance between having to shut it down on a regular 
basis and full use, Caltex has undertaken this project 
which will optimise its efficiency. 


Other possible projects include programmes to place the 
refinery in a position to meet expected future environ- 
mental legislation. 


“Although no announcement has been made on the 
introduction of lead free petrol, studies are in progress at 
Caltex Refinery to evaluate how we will be able to meet 
the demand most effectively,” says Lubbe. 


“Additional investment in processing plants will be 
required when this becomes necessary. 


“We are very concerned about the environment and 
ongoing studies are in progress to reduce emissions from 
the refinery. 
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“We expect that additional investment will be required 
over the next few years to maintain environmental 


impact at an acceptabic level.” 


* Sapref | pgrading 
924F03001 Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
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{Text} Construction of R{rand}450-milhon upgrading of 
Sapref refinery 1s owt of the starting blocks and 
percent of the equipment items already procured. 


Current activity at the plant includes site preparation. 
the buslding of the holding basin. new bund walls and the 
construction offices as well as the dismantling of old 
storage tanks to make way for the expanded refinery 


“The programme 1s on schedule and stnctly within 


budget, with engineering well under way.” say project 
manager Ruud van Deursen 


“It 1s estimated that 40 percent of the project will be 
sourced offshore and the balance locally 


“We are delegating as much work as possible to local 
companies and have seen to i that at least 50 percent of 
the main equipment items are sourced in South Afnnca 
and the more specialised equipment sourced overseas 


“In fact, we will attempt to source as much as 60 percent 
of the equipment locally ~ 


Orders to the value of R30-million for long delivery 
items have already been placed with loca! and interna- 
tional vendors 


Project management is being carned out by Sapref, 
supported by Process Industry Engineering which com- 


prises jornt venture partners Badger of the Hague and 
local firm EMS 


THE ENGINEERING: NEWS team was taken around 
the site and shown the main area of activity at present, 
the waste water treating facilities 


Murray and Roberts Nata! has been awarded the con- 
tract for site development and the construction of the 
waste water treating facilities 


Other preparation work which will start shortly includes 
the installation of concrete precast structures which will 
form part of the new pipe rack 


“The Sapref expansion is designed to meet the growing 
Mogas demand and to consolidate its position as the 
largest and most efficient refinery in South Afnca,” 
explains Van Deursen 


Sapref is a complex refinery which sets 1 apart from 
hydro-skimming refinenes which are limited to hydro- 
treating and distillation facilities only 


The Shell/BP installation has distillation, catalytic 
cracking, thermai cracking. octane upgrading. reforming 
and hydro-treating facilities 
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The project will iruprove the energy efficiency of the 
refinery as a whole, reduce the environmental impact 
and is considered a non-regret stepping stone for future 


(conversion) developments. 


Due for commissioning during the fourth quarter of 
1993, the upgrade will reduce the present need to import 
Mogas. 


The initial surplus automotive gasoil, which could be 
treated to meet the European sulphur specification and 
South Africa's future environmental demands, could be 
exported to earn foreign currency. 

The refinery’s crude distilling capacity will be increased 
by 40 percent. 


A unique feature of the design is the high degree of heat 
integration between the main process units. 


Air cooling 1s kept to the absolute minimum. 


All the new process heaters will be designed for a single 
fuel, namely low sulphur refinery gas. 


The burners will be of the latest state of the art desigr 
with low NOX/SOX appliances. 


The waste water treatment facilities will provide speci- 
fications which exceed those laid down by government. 


A project of this size and nature requires extensive 


The fact that iabour will peak at an estimated 800 people 
in late 1992 and early 1993, will put major safety 
demands on the operating refinery. 


“Quality and safety are very important on this project 
and at all times,” says MD [Managing Director] Henn 
Joubert. 


“In order to avoid risks, we have put a lot of effort into 
selecting the nght people to do the job.” 


Joubert sums up the relevance of the project, “This is 
one of the first major investments in South Africa in 
many years and we intend to make a good job of it to 
increase confidence in this country.” 


* Sapref Capacity Increases 
92A4F0300J Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
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[Text] Sapref, understood to be one of Africa's largest 
refineries, will undergo a 30 percent capacity increase 
over the next two years. 


Approximately 65 percent of the R{rand}450-muillion 
being spent on the Shell/BP-owned refinery, wil! remain 


in South Africa. 
lan Williams, MD [Managing Director] of Shell South 
Africa's oil division, tells THE ENGINEERING NEWS 
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the project does not represent a return of foreign invest- 
ment, as his company's share of the project will be 
financed locally. 


“It does however represent an investment in the future 
and we anticipate further rapid urbanisation and eco- 
nomic recovery will stimulate jrowth.” 


A BP [British Petroleum] South Afnca spokesperson 
agrees and sees the future prospects of the oil refinery 
industry as prom.sing, given the long term growth 
= et and against political changes in Afnca and South 
Afnca. 


The spokesperson says any surplus capacity from Sapref 
would logically be considered for export into Afnca and 
expects this trade to expand as trade increases between 
South Africa and the rest of the continent. 


* Natref Upgrading 
924F0300K Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
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[Article by Kim Trollip who interviewed Dirk Lourens, 
project director of the Natref refinery, for an update on 
the work on the R{rand}400-million upgrading of the 


refinery) 


[Text] The fast track upgrading of Natref [National 
Petroleum Refinery of South Africa] refinery is on 
schedule with construction tenders and orders for critical 
equipment due to be placed in January 1992 or earlier. 


Construction 1s due to start in March 1992 with com- 
mussioning scheduled for June the following year. 


The only contractors on board at this stage are Badger of 
the Hague and loca! partner PIE who will be doing the 
detailed engineering, procurement and construction 


management. 


Quotes for the critical equipment are out and Natref 1s 
getting feedback on these already. 


Project director Dirk Lourens of Sastech says “Together 
with Badger, we have identified who we think are the 


right people for the job. 


“These vendor and contractor lists are included in the 
bidder lists and are almost complete, although we do not 
have a total plan yet. 


“We will be going into the market place shortly, how- 
ever.” 


The project team is at present looking at the contracting 
plan in order to get the mght people involved 


“The scope of the project 1s highly differentiated and 
instead of using a unit price system, we are looking at 
more shared msk type contracts, with competitive bid- 
ding and a fixed price outcome,” explains Lourens 
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“The pro‘ect team is working on the details of the long 
lead design with UOP [expansion not given] doing the 
necessary checking that all 1s correct.” 


The P and IDs or process and instrument diagrams are 
under review mght now which means the process design 
phase is nearing completion. 


Conceptual Study 

The project started early in 1990 with a conceptual study 
to identify possible expansion projects. 

Once the details of the project were decided on, the cost 
estimates and economic evaluations were tackled. 


UOP of Amenca was employed to do the process design 
packages of the majority of the process units. 


Sastech was responsible for the local engineering but 
according to Lourens, some overseas input was required 
for the revamp of certain process units. 


Once the cost input studies were complete, board 
approval was given and Natref and Sastech started the 
search for the main contractor. 


Enquiry documents were sent out and 10 companies 
pre-qualified. 


This list was cut to three; Netherlands-based Badger and 
two local firms. 


The former won the R40-million contract and started 
working on the project in June this year. 


The detailed estimate is expected to be ready in January 
next year. 


* Natref Expansion 
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[Text] The R{rand}4u0-million upgrading at Natref 
[National Petroleum Refinery of South Africa] refinery 
will boost nameplate throughput by 10 percent and 
increase white product yield to some 90 percent per 
barrel. 


This, it is claimed, will place its white product yield 
among the most efficient in the world, since conven- 
tional refineries generally produce around 65 percent to 
70 percent white product a barrel. 


White product comprises petrol, diese! and jet fuel and 
others. 
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“This project will place Natref in a position to run a 
heavier crude slate and a wider variety of cruds through 
the plant,” explains technical manager Leon Walliser. 


“No new grassroots units will be built, but several 
process units will be expanded and work 1s to be carned 
out on support facilities such as utilities and the tank 
farm.” 


Most conversion process units will be revamped for 
bottom-of-the-barrel processing—i.e. to make more 
white products. 


The capacity of the crucle unit is to be boosted and it will 
be converted to process heavier crudes. 


Central to the project is upgrading of the black oil 
cracker. 


The cracker’s capacity will be increased and its duty 
altered. 


The cat cracker will be upgraded, not so much in overall 
capacity, but in its capacity to process heavier feed- 
stocks. 


UOP is working on the process design at the moment. 


The catalytic reformer will be upgraded to produce low 
lead gasoline and a higher octane product. 


Gas Treatment Plant 


The gas treating plant which recovers sulphur from the 
process is to be expanded, as is the sulphur plant itself 
which extracts the sulphur as liquid for sale to the 
petrochemical industry. 


Licence holder Lurgi, Germany, is busy with the process 
design for the sulphur plant. 


“Environmental issues are being addressed and the 
design conforms to legislation.”’ explains Walliser. 


“We will produce low lead gasoline within present regu- 
lations and we will be prepared for the future with an 
ability to produce up to 50 percent lead-free fuel and 


higher. 


“The refinery will also be prepared for the production of 
diesel with a lower sulphur level in future.” 


Of the R400-million being spent, roughly one third is 
dedicated to infrastructure; one third to bottom- 
of-the-barre! processing and the last third into “other™ 
activities. 
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Angola 


Planning Minister Comments on ‘Program of Action’ 
MB1102142392 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 11 Feb 92 


[Excerpt] The government is committed to carrying out 
economic reforms in the country. The 1992 national 
plan and the state general budget have already been 
approved by the Council of Ministers, which ended a 
special session yesterday. Planning Minister Emanuel 
Carneiro told the press in Luanda yesterday that the 
national plan will involve the implementation of the 
basic principles of the government Program of Action 


[Begin Carneiro recording] The national plan 1s within 
the framework of the government Program of Action 
Things like the foreign exchange policy and the budgr! 
policy will to a large extent determine our monctar) 
policy and the government ability to effectively contro! 
inflation in order to avoid high price increases or contro! 
prices so as to conform with defined inflationary rates 
This will enable the government to ensure that peopic 
are not so much affected by the approved measures (end 
recording] [passage omitted] 


UNITA’s Chivukuveke on Talks on Electoral Law 


MB1302072592 Luanda Radw Nacional Networ 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 12 Feb 92 


[Report on statements by Abel Chivukuvuau repre» 
tative of the National Umon for the Tota! Independen 
of Angola, UNITA, im the Jomt Political and Milter 
Commission, following a meeting between governme™' 
and UNITA delegations mm Luanda on |) February — 
Passages within quotation marks are recorded) 


[Text] Government and the National (mon for the 
Total Independence of Angola. UNITA. concluded par’ 
of the debates on the Draft Electoral Law only this 
evening, 10 days after beginning discussions on election 
documents. 


[Chivukuvuku] “After intense and profound debates 
today we concluded part of the debates on the Electora! 
Law. Tomorrow morning, we will deal with outstanding 
issues. We will take into account the provisions of the 
peace accords on a national proportional represeniation 
system, and the need for free and fair elections. 


“We have reached consensus in view of our intention to 
find solutions. We introduced some changes to the draft 
law, and approved other aspects of the same document.” 


Sources close to the meeting, say that tomorrow [words 
indistinct] a number of differences. UNITA's Abel Chi- 
vukuvuku said that his organization did not submit any 
concrete proposal to the meeting. The delegations are 
using the Draft Electoral Law as a basis for discussions. 
The draft law states that Angola is divided into constit- 
vencies, each represented by nine deputies. 
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On controversial issues, particularly the nght of troops 
and Angolans |:ving abroad to vote, the meeting agreed 
that all Angolan citizens have the mght to vote. 


Tomorrow, the delegations will deal with the memo- 
randum introducing changes to the Constitution, the 
Law on Political Parties, the Draft Law on International 
("Supervision) of Elections, and other laws to be sub- 
mitted to the People’s Assembly for approval this month. 


Council of Ministers Approves Election Budget 


MBI302194092 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[“Press release” issued by the Council of Ministers 
Stand: xg Commussion. place and date not given—read 
by ant... uncer) 


(Text) The Counc: of Ministers Standing Commission 
has approved the buget for the first elections in Angola. 


The ( ownc:! of Munsters Standing Comnussion issued 
the followrng press release concerning the approved 
tiection budget 


The (owner! of Monesters Standing Commission 
approved today the budget for the first free elections 
scheduled to be held mn the People’s Republic of Angola 
" September 


© prencepal (characteristic) of [words indistinct] to 
ure bank funds mm order to render that process both 
nore fluent and operational! 


lo the same end. the government will use its own 
resowrees to secure the means that will permit the 
clectora! regrstraton process to begin in Apni, even 
thoug! (Me state may not have extended its administra- 
thon to every part of the country by that time 


The © ownci! of Ministers Standing Commission has 
recommended that the Terrtonal Administration Min- 
Str) present a list of the names of those participating in 
the aforementioned process [words indistinct] plan con- 
cerning resources and payments 


Moreover. the Council of Ministers Standing Commis- 
sion also heard a report on [words indistinct} citizen 
registration and identification. civilian registration, and 
the electoral process. There 1s a connection between 
cwihan registration and civilian identification. Only the 
birth certificate proves Angolan citizenship and it 1s one 
of the documents required for obtain_ag the identity 
document. In view of that. the Council of Ministers 
Standing Commission has decided to recommend a 
study on whether it 1s opportune to change Ternional 
Administration Ministry siaiuics concerning civihan 
identification 


Today's special meeting of the Council of Ministers 
Standing Commission was chaired by Prime Minister 
Dr Fernando Jose Franca van Dunem 
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The Council of Ministers Standing Commission also 
heard a report on former Finance Minister Aguinaldo 
Jaime’s visit to the African Development Bank, ADB, 
and the Standing Commission decided to place Mr. 
Aguinaldo Ja_me with the ADB. The Foreign Affairs 
Ministry will be responsible for straightening out the 
necessary formalities with the ADB. 


PDA Urges U.S. To End ‘Covert’ UNITA Aid 


MB1302114192 Luanda Radio ‘“éacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 13 7 eb 92 


[Text] Angolan Democraty: Party, PDA, President 
Alberto Neto has called an the United States to dis- 
tribute assistance fairly to the Angolan political parties. 
Alberto Neto said in Lisbon that he will hold talks with 
U.S. officials in Washington to end the covert assistance 
given by the United States to the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola. The PDA president is in 
Lisbon en route to Washington for a visit to the United 
States. The objective of the visit is (?7unknown). 


Closer Financial Ties With South Africa Expected 


MB1 302114492 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] Angola expects to obtain credit lines from dif- 
ferent South African banking institutions soon. This was 
revealed by the South Afncan authorities when an 
Angolan delegation visited South Africa recently. 


Roving Ambassador Miguel Neto said South Africa also 
expressed interest in participating in the rehabilitation of 
River Cunene Basin, railroads, roads, and agriculture. 


Accordingly, a South Afncan businessmen delegation 1s 
expected in Angola on 23 February to discuss a series of 
actions to be implemented. 


UNITA Claims Malange Journalists Biased 


MB1302201692 Luarda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 13 Feb 92 


[Text] The National Umion for the Total Independence 
of Angola, UNITA, has accused the media in Malange 
Province of a lack of openness and honesty. This was 
stated by (Francisco Quissanga), UNITA delegate for 
Malange Province, who added that the radio should 
report more objectively and clearly about certain issues, 
particularly confrontations between UNITA sympa- 
thizers and Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola. MPLA, mulitants. 


Whenever necessary, government journalists can cover 
UNITA activities in Malange Province, following an 
invitation by the UNITA provincial secretary. Mr (Quis- 
sanga) belreves that clashes between UNITA and MPLA 
militants everywhere in the province are understandable 
occurrences because, he sand, this 1s the first time that the 
country expenences democracy 
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Moreover, he recognized the need for a climate of 
harmony among emergent party leaders. 


Namibe Newsmen Allege UNITA Blacklist 


MB1402133092 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 14 Feb 92 


[Text] The National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola, UNITA, intends to murder, kidnap, or poison 
journalists and cadres from the government press office 
in Namibe Province. This was revealed by Namibe Press 
Office Director Miguel Neto who is among the people 
blacklisted by UNITA. 


[Begin Neto recording} ! can cite cases of yournalists that 
have been blacklisted. They include journalist (Feliciano 
Sampaio), (Ismael Pena), and (Jose Moiart). People 
blacklisted in the press office include its director Miguel 
Neto and a senior technician, Comrade (Joao Ernesto). 
{end recording] 


CCPM Urges End to ‘Hostile Propezanda’ 


MB1402133392 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 14 Feb 92 


[Text] The hostile propaganda carried by some radio 
programs must end. This was decided at a plenary 
session of the Joint Pc.itical and Military Commission 
[CCPM] yesterday. At the end of the session, CCPM 
Acting Spokesman Antonio Franco said: 


[Begin Franco recording] !9 view of the notorious escalation 
of hostile propanganda by some newsmedia programs under 
the control of both the government and the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola, UNITA; 


Taking into account the need to fulfill the Bicesse accords. 


Taking into account the undesirable consequences of this 
escalation of propaganda on public opinion, which in no 
way contributes to the smooth functioning of the 


Ongoing peace process: 


Taking into account that such an escalation of propa- 
ganda in no way contributes to the atmosphere of 
constructive dialogue existing between the two parties, 
but jeopardizes the efforts being undertaken, the CCPM 
has decided: 


A To ask the two parties to immediately end every kind 
of propaganda by the newsmedia under their control 
with a view to ending hostilities and insults which clearly 
violate the peace accords. 


B. To authorize the establishment of a working group by 
the Political Commission. Next week, the working group 
must present a draft report on measures to be under- 
taken to end hostile propaganda. On the basis of this 
report, the CCPM will recomend measures aimed at 
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ending once and for all every kind of hostile 
as stipulated in Point 5 of Chapter One of the cease-fire 
accord. [end recording] 


Zimbabwe 


IMF Approves Loan for Economic Reform Program 


MB0802113292 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 30 Jan 92 p 1 


{[Unattributed report: “IMF approves $2.2b loan for 
Esap” [Economic Structural Adjustment Program] ] 


[Tesi] The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
approved a loan worth more than $2.2 billion [Zimba- 
bwean dollars] to finance Zimbabwe's economic reform 
programme, while the World Bank has expressed satis- 
faction that the programme's implementation is on 
schedule. 


The World Bank has already approved a US$175 million 
(over $870 million) [Zimbabwean dollars] loan, of which 
US$50 million (over $250 million) [Zimbabwean dollars) is 
on very concessionary terms. The first tranche of the loan is 
expected to be released before March this year. 


The bank's resident representative in Zimbabwe, Mr 
Christiaan Poortman, said in an interview with THE 
GAZETTE that the IMF funds would be given under its 
Extended Fund Facility over a three-year period. 


He said the IMF loan was approved last Friday [24 
January}, while the World Bank funds would be released 
as soon as the Zimbabwe government signed the loan 


agreement in Washington. 


Mr Poortman said the bank's loan would be released in 
two tranches of US$105 million and US$70 million. 


He said the bank hed demanded, as part of its overall 
conditions for releasing the funds, a clear indication 
from the Zimbabwe government that the economic 
reform programme was being implemented as planned. 


“As far as we are concerned, the economic reform 
programme is on target despite a few setbacks,” Mr 
Poortman said. 
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Progress had been made on monetary policy reforms. 
and the reduction of the budget deficit although govern- 
ment was behind schedule in its plans to cut down the 
size of the civil service, he said. 

Although the Open General Import Licence (Ogil) list 
had been temporarily slowed down, it had been 

by an expanded Export Retention Scheme (ERS), Mr 
Poortman said. 


Mr Poortman said the expanded ERS had two advan- 
tages: it would create an extra incentive for exporters and 
would act as a regulatory mechanism by providing 
foreign currency only to those who exported. 


He said the World Bank was satisfied with moves made 
so far to reform the operations of parastitals, which have 
been a huge drain on the country’s resources. 


He said Ziscosteel [Zimbabwe Iron and Steel Corporation] 
had already started by increasing its prices and announcing 
plans to retrench more than 800 workers this year. 


Similar measures were being implemented by other 
parastals, he said. He warned that as long as the govern- 
ment controlled some prices, there would be a certain 
amount of subsidisation and this would prevent the 
parastatals from operating along commercial lines. 


“We are still waiting for the civil service reform as we have 
not seen very much in this area,” Mr Poortman said. 


Mr Poortman said there was an urgent need to deregu- 
late some by-laws which were hindering the operations of 
the informal sector. The sector had a huge potential for 
creating employment, he said. 


He said the bank was happy with measures taken by the 
government to tighten the monetary situation, as there 
was too mauch liquidity on the local money market. 


President Chiluba Makes Two-Day Visit to UK 
WA1402140092 


For reportage on the visit by President Chiluba to 
Britain, including reports on his talks with Prime Min- 
ister John Major, please see the UNITED KINGDOM 
section of the 14 February West Europe DAILY 
REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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Nigeria 


‘Chadian Rebels’ Said Arrested, Border Reopened 


ABO702154592 Paris AFP in English 1344 GMT 
7 Feb 92 


{Text] Lagos, Feb 7 (AFP)—Nigeria’s military govern- 
ment confirmed Friday [7 February] that police have 
arrested an unspecified number of Chadian rebels who 
“strayed” into Nigerian territory. 


Chadian opposition sources said Monday that about 30 
Chadians were arrested on Saturday [1 February] at 
Maiduguri in the extreme northeast of the country, near 
Lake Chad. 


The dissidents, all partisans of ousted Chadian president 
Hissein Habre, have been “disarmed and encamped”, Nige- 
rian Vice President Augustus Aikhomu told journalists. 


Security agents have been given specific instructions to 
arrest any Chadian who may have the intention of using 
Nigerian territory to launch attacks into Chad, he added. 


He denied a BBC radio renort quoted by the Nigerian 
press on Friday that Chadian dissidents this week 
attacked Chad from Nigeria’s northeastern Borno State. 


“We have assured Ndjamena that our territory would 
not be used to attack Chad,”’ Aikhomu said. “We would 
not allow our territory to be used as a launching pad by 
dissidents against any of our neighbours.” 


He recalled that the Nigerian Government last month 
protested formally to N’Djamena over an attack on one 
of its border villages near Chad, when forces loyal to 
Chadian President Idriss Deby launched a counter- 
attack on Habre supporters. Deby overthrew Habre in 
December 1990. 


“We regard it as an accident but all the same registered 
our displeasure to the Chadian Government,” Aikhomu 
had said on January 10. Nigeria “has just” opened its 
border with Chad, he stated here Friday. 


Consultative Meeting Held With Chad 


AB1202194092 Dakar PANA in English 1459 GMT 
12 Feb 92 


[Text] Maiduguri, Nigeria, 12 Feb (NAN/PANA)}—A 
three-day consultative meeting between Nigeria and the 
Republic of Chad opened in Maiduguri on Tuesday [11 
February], the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reports. 


The Nigerian delegation is being led by the commander 
of the 21st Armored Brigade based in Maiduguri, 
Colonel Yusuf Abubakar, while the Chadian minister of 
internal affairs [title as received], Ahmat Hassabullah 
Soubiane, is leading his country’s team. 


Declaring the meeting opened on behalf of President 
Ibrahim Babangida, Nigeria’s Borno State Governor 


Athaji Maina Clawan, reiterated the need for successful 
conclusion of the mecting for the benefit of the two 
nations. 


He said that as brothers and neighbors, Borno State was 
anxiously looking forward to a very fruitful and suc- 
cessful deliberation so that at the end, not only security 
matters but also other bilateral issues of common 
interest would be pursued to logical con«lusions. 


He recalled the long standing relationship between 
Nigeria and Chad and assured that the state would 
continue to build upon such relationship. 


He called on participants at the meeting to help create 
the necessary conditions to enhance existing relations 
between the peoples of Nigeria and Chad and in partic- 
ular those living around the borders of the two nations. 


He also called on them to be very frank in their discus- 
sions so that issues relating to the subject matter and any 
other bilateral matters were fully thrashed out in a 
brotherly and friendly manner. 


Responding, the leader of the Chadian delegation, 
Soubiane, acknowledged the efforts made by the Nige- 
rian Government to bring peace in Chad during its 
turbulant period. 


He said that the series of peace meetings convened at the 
instance of Nigeria and its contingents to the peace 
keeping force had played a significant role in preserving 
peace and stability in Chad. 


Soubiane stressed the need for closer ties between 
Nigeria and Chad, particularly in the areas of commerce 
and politics and called for the setting up of a joint patrol 
team between both countries to reinforce security along 
their common borders. 


Student Factions Clash Over Coed Campus Visits 


AB0802144792 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 7 Feb 92 


{From the “Network Africa”’ program] 


[Text] Now, we move south to Nigeria where Islamic 
activists are also getting angry. But this time, it is on the 
campus of the Muslim-dominated Bayero University in 
Kano. Apparently, as our reporter, Balla Ibrahim, explains, 
various student factions there have been fighting each other 
over the right to visit hostels. Listen on: 


[Begin recording] Tension started mounting in the new 
campus of the university early this week when the 
Islamic fundamentalist faction. popularly known as the 
Umah, began to protest over the way male students visit 
the female hostel. Although there had been an old 
standing order which bars male visitors from entering 
the female hostel but permits visitors to the gates or 
common room up to 10 PM, the Umah faction feels such 
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visits should be curtailed because female students con- 
stantly fall prey to the piercing and devilish eyes of male 
visitors. 

My investigation shows that matters got to the peak 
when a female student paid a visit to the male hostel to 
see a post-graduate colleague of hers on Tuesday [4 
February] this week. On her way out, she was spotted by 
one of the male Umah, who became so furious that he 
rushed to the toilet, got a jar of filthy water, and poured 
it on her. 


On hearing this, the other faction, known as the Com- 
rades, feel the Umah is going too far by extending the 
legislation to the male hostel and their anger ruptured 
into rampage. They took to the streets within the campus 
with sticks, irons, and stones, chanting and calling for the 
heads of the Umah, whom they described as (?satanic 
exhibits). The Umah, in turn, quickly summoned a 
meeting and set out for what one of them told me, the 
jihad against the infidels. Although there is no confirma- 
tion of any deaths, unconfirmed sources told me at least 
five students were injured in the clash. 


Meanwhile, security men have taken control of the new 
campus while the school authority is having a series of 
meetings with the student leaders. With less than 10 days 
to the commencement of their semester examinations, 
the question many are asking is, for God's sake, when 
will the problem of student unrest be over in Nigeria? 
{end recording] 


[Paris AFP in French at 2149 GMT on ; February 
reports: “The Bayero University in Kano has been closed 
for one week foliowing three days of student demonstra- 
tions caused by a circular preventing young girls from 
visiting the men’s hostel, the official NEWS AGENCY 
OF NIGERIA correspondent reported today in Lagos. 
The vice chancellor's office yesterday ordered the stu- 
dents to vacate the two hostels asking them to return on 
17 February with a written note promising to be “of good 
behavior.“*] 


‘About 100° Said Killed in ‘New’ Ethnic Fighting 
AB0902193592 Paris AFP in English 1701 GMT 
9 Feb 92 


[Text] Lagos, Feb 9 (AFP)}—About 100 people were 
killed in new flareup in fighting between the Tiv and 
Jukun communities in Taraba State, eastern Nigeria, the 
independent daily PUNCH reported here on Sunday [9 
February], quoting the state governor. It said the clashes 
had taken place last Tuesday. 


In late December, the government's DAILY TIMES 
newspaper reported many deaths in similar clashes 
between the communities. 


It confirmed reports received here that several villages 
had been destroyed in the border region between the 
communities. 
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Since then, various unconfirmed estimates have men- 
tioned 2,000 and as many as 5,000 deaths in the last few 
months of such tnbal fighting. All local authorities’ 
efforts to mediate between the two communities have 
failed. 


Casualties Reported in Kaduna State Ethnic Clashes 


AB1102131292 Paris AFP in English 1050 GMT 
1] Feb 92 


[Text] Lagos, Feb 11 (AFP)}—Thirty persons have been 
killed and 50 others injured in ethnic clashes in Nigeria's 
northern Kaduna State, according to an official state- 
ment quoted Tuesday by the independent Guardian 
newspaper. 


More than 60 houses, and 20 vehicles were set on fire, 
while many stores were vandalised following the clashes 
which started over the relocation of a market in the town 
of Zango-Kataf, the statement said. 


Automatic nfles, bows and arrows, knives and swords 
were used during the clashes, the Nigerian news agency 
said. 


Members of the Hausa ethnic group, who are in the 
majority at the present site, objected to the local coun- 
cil’s decision to move the market to the new site in the 
same town where ethnic Kataf are in the majority. 


The violence, which peaked on Sunday [9 February], was 
now under control, and police were arresting those 
suspected of having instigated the unrest, the statement 
said. 


Kano, the main city in Kaduna State, was hit last 
October by noting between Christians and Muslims. 


Information Bureau in Tokyo Said To Close 


AB0802193792 Paris AFP in English 0151 GMT 
8 Feb 92 


[Text] Lagos, Feb 7 (AFP) - Financial difficulties have 
forced the Nigerian Government to close its information 
bureau in Tokyo, which it opened in the last quarter of 
last year, a reliable source at the federal Ministry of 
Information said here Friday (7 February]. 


An official of the ministry who left here late last year to 
man the office has since returned after staying there for 
a few weeks without receiving money from home, the 
source said. 


Nigerian information bureaus outside the country are 
part of the government's efforts aimed at improving the 
nation’s image abroad and providing information about 
the country to foreigners, officials explained. 


Nigeria currently has information centers in London, 
Paris, Bonn, Washington, New York, Moscow, Brasilia, 
Abidjan, Addis Ababa and Harare, they added. 
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Jigawa Election Declared Null; Others Upheld 


AB1102205092 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 11 Feb 92 


[Text] The election of the Jigawa State governor, Alhaji 
Ali Sa’ad Birnin-Kudu, has been nullified, and fresh 
polls ordered. This was the verdict given yesterday in 
Budpei by the chairman of the Jigawa (?State) Gover- 
norship and House of Assembly Tribunal with retired 
Justice Babasanya Craig. Justice Craig said that irregu- 
larities in the election were substantial for nullification. 


The tribunal blamed the Nationai Electoral Commission 
[NEC] for not giving the National Republic Conven- 
tion’s [NRC] Alhaji Aliu Baba enough time to meet all 
the requirements of the candidate's coming election. For 
example, Justice Craig said the petitioner was not 
allowed to display his posters in 7,000 polling stations, as 
stipulated by the electoral decree. The tribunal also 
concluded that the NRC candidate, Alhaji Aliu, could 
not give the necessary |4-day notice required by law 
because he was brought into the race too late by NEC. 
Justice Craig blamed NEC for dealing with an individual 
instead of dealing with the party. 


Meanwhile, Governor Ali Sa’ad Birnin-Kudu, who won 
the election on the platform of the SDP [Social Demo- 
cratic Party], has filed an appeal against the judgment at 
the Kaduna Court of Appeal. 


The Governorship and Legislative Elections Tribunal in 
Anambra State has upheld the election of Dr. (Chukue- 
meka Eziife) as the truly elected governor of the state. In 
a unanimous judgment delivered yesterday, the five- 
member tribunal, headed by Mr. Justice (Olufemi Odu- 
layemi), dismissed the petition brought by the defeaied 
NRC candidate, Dr. (Nnamdi Eriboona). The tribunal 
said that it was satisfied that exhibits tendered by 
Governor (Eziife) were genuine. He observed that the 
documents tendered by petitioner were not only forged, 
but contained falsified figures. The tribunal disagreed 
with the petitioner's claims that absence of his posters at 
some of the polling stations robbed him of victory. Mr. 
Justice (Odulabe) commended all the parties in the case 
for the mature way they handled the matter. The tribunal 
awarded a 350 naira cost to Governor (Eziife), while the 
second and third resp~ndents in the case were awarded 
100 naira each. 


The Governorship and Legislative Elections Petition Tn- 
bunal for Imo and Abia States has declared Chief (Evans 
Fhorem) duly elected as governor of Imo State. In a 45- 
minute judgment, the tribunal chairman, Mr. Justice 
Dawusi Coker, ruled that the petitioner, Dr. Alex Obi of the 
SDP, and his witnesses had failed to prove any of the 
allegations contained in the petition. Mr. Justice Coker 
remarked that even though Chief (Ehorem) had held public 
offices under the defunct National Party of Nigeria, and 
therefore possibly as a member of the party, the tribunal will 
not be convinced that he was not a qualified to contest 
election as asserted by Dr. Obi in his petition. He awarded 
400 naira costs against Dr. Obi, who indicated his intention 
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to appeal the judgment. The tribunal had earlier ruled that 
it had jurmsdiction to entertain the case, contrary to Chief 
(Ehorem)'s objection. 

The Rivers State Governorship and Legislative Election 
Tribunal has struck out a petit’ n ing the nom- 
ination of Rufus Atta George as the NRC gubernatorial 
flag bearer for the gubernatorial contest in Rivers State. 
The chairman of the tribunal, retired Justice Adeleko 
Ademola, said that the tribunal lacks jurisdiction in the 
matter brought before 11. Striking out the case filed by an 
RNC gubernatonal aspirant, Mr. (Francis Dogboalala), 
the chairman said that the tribunal was set up only to 
hear and decide petitions emanating from governorship 
and House of Assembly elections. Mr. Justice Ademola 
remarked that it would amount to usurping the functions 
of NEC if the tnbunal should entertain the petition, 
which was not within the scope of its assignment. It 
awarded |,.000 naira costs in favor of Governor Atta 
George, and 500 naira to the NRC and NEC each. 


Sierra Leone 


President Momoh on War Efforts, Army Discipline 


AB1002063092 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 9 Feb 92 


[Excerpt] The Limba community in Kana District has 
made a donation of | million leones to the war effort 
fund through President J. S. Momoh. 


Thanking them for what he called the widows might, 
having been collected from their meager earnings, Pres- 
ident Momoh took the opportunity to give a nutshell 
account of the rebel war so far, highlighting the wanton 
destruction of life and property, with colossal damage to 
an almost wrecked economy. 


He said because the war was being fought along the 
entire border with Liberia, it has been difficult to pros- 
ecute it, particularly against the background of inade- 
quate logistic support and manpower. However, Presi- 
dent Momoh disclosed that judging by reports from the 
war front the tide was now moving in our favor and 
implored the Armed Forces not to indulge in the harass- 
ment of the civilian population whose lives and property 
they were out to protect. 


President Momoh reiterated that soldiers are meart to 
protect the people and not to terrorize them, assuring tic 
civilian population in the affected areas that everything 
was being done to punish soldiers who have been 
arrested committing atrocities against civilians. He 
called on all to report cases of harassment and atrocities 
against civilians to the nearest military police personnel. 


President Momoh urged the Limba community in Kana 
to abide by the rules and regulations stipulated from 
time to time by their landlords. He advised those who 
want to deal in diamond to take the necessary licenses 
and conform with the laws of the land. 
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Turning to multipartyism, President Momoh said 
undoubtedly there are lots of benefits to be derived from 
the system if practiced according to law, devoid of 
tnbalism, sectanan and regional tendencies. [passage 
omitted] 


ULIMO Leader Discusses Current Clashes 


AB1102164092 Paris AFP in French 1203 GMT 
ll Feb 92 


[Text] Freetown, || Feb (AFP)}—The United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy, ULIMO, said today in 
Freetown that the clashes underway in Libera with 
Charles Taylor's rebels are being carried out by fighters 
who have been in the country for three months. ULIMO 
leader Raleigh Seekie has denied that his fighters have 
crossed the border to carry out the attack. “We have not 
switched to the offensive. The current fighting is being 
done by ULIMO fighters who have been in Liberia since 
last November,” he told AFP. 


Charies Taylor, leader of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, NPFL, said yesterday that the fighting had 
broken out about | 20 km east of the Mano River bridge, 
a Strategic link between Libena and Sierra Leone. 
“Taylor is the attacker and our men are only defending 
themselves,” Mr. Seekie added. 


The ieader of ULIMO, a movement established in Sierra 
Leone and made up primarily of former soldiers of 
ex-President Samuel Doe, said that the NPFL rebels had 
killed more than 300 ULIMO supporters in northeastern 
Liberia during the first days of the fighting. 


No confirmation was available today from independent 
sources on that report or on the situation in that region, 
a bushy zone difficult to penetrate. ULIMO launched 
two major offensives against the NPFL rebels from 
Sierra Leone in September and October 1991. The NPFL 
said it repelled those two attacks. 


‘Lull Reported in War Against Rebels 


AB1202170392 London BBC World Service in English 
ISIS GMT 11 Feb 92 


[From the “Focus on Afnca” program] 


[Text] There appears to have been a lull in the fighiing in 
the Sierra Leone's troubled Eastern Region between 
rebels opposed to President Momoh’s administration 
and government troops. When the fighting started in 
March last year, the rebels had the upper hand and 
succeeded in overrunning a number ot villages, but with 
help from troops from neighboring Guinea and Nigeria, 
the government was able to push them back toward the 
border with Libena. Well, Kwabena Mensah has just 
come back from a week of traveling in the war-torn 
border area. and Robin White asked him if the war was 
really over. 


[Begin recording] [Mensah] No, I don’t think so in fact. 
] think it 1s now spreading into isolated villages in areas 
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like Tongo Fields and Kono Distncts, the diamond- 
producing districts, which had not been attacked before. 
We visited a town called (Tumaju), which had been 
attacked three days before, on a Sunday afternoon [2 
February]. Four civilians had been killed in that attack; 
two of the bodies were still in the town. The rebels had 
shot a dog which had apparently raised the alarm when 
they crossed a river into the town, and in fact there was 
still a wounded old lady in one of the houses that the 
soldiers went into. She had been asleep. She was already 
infirm and could not walk, and they shot her through the 
arms, but fortunately they had not killed her. 


[White] What is the objective of these rebel attacks? 
What do you think? 


{[Mensah] It is looking more and more like banditry. 
Someone told me that sometime around perhaps Sep- 
tember or October last year the strategy of the rebels 
trying to take control of areas that they attack had just 
been abandoned. There is a jot of shelling of houses in 
towns which they do attack. It looks like an attempt to 
just depopulate large areas of the country, terromze 
civilians, and they are well enough equipped to be able to 
use rocket propelled grenades on houses, which just 
demolish them. 


[White] So, civilians are fleeing, are they? 


[Mensah] Civilians are moving out of the areas that are 
unsafe and at the moment, large numbers of people are 
moving into Segbwema from outlying areas. Apparently 
34,000 displaced people have moved into Segbwema 
since December. 


[White] Anybody looking after them” 


[Mensah] Well, the Red Cross has registered about 
40,000 people in the town, at Segbwema and hastily 
arranged facilities have been made available. We have 
visited two schools in Segbwema where something like 
2,000 people were said to be living, but doctors of the 
clinic there told us they had 2! deaths in January alone. 


[White] From what? 
[Mensah] From inadequate medical supplies and facilities. 
[White] How is the Sierra Leone Army behaving? 


{[Mensah] Some commanders we talked to are very 
upbeat. One of the officers we talked to at Bandayuma 
said he had absolutely no fear of the rebels. He was quite 
confident of his ability to defend the town, which was 
empty of civilians anyway, which made his job easier. 
But five miles around the Daru junction, they told us the 
rebels were within five miles of there and any time they 
went up the main road towards Bunumbu and north they 
had to watch out because that road was unsafe. So, it 
depends where you are. [end recording] 
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Minister on Taylor's Statement on ULIMO Attack 


AB1202124092 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 11 Feb 92 


[From the “Focus on Afnca” program] 


[Text] Well, yesterday on this program, we spoke to 
Charles Taylor, leader of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, NPFL, who claims his territory has again been 
attacked by ULIMO [United Liberation Movement of 
Liberia for Democracy] rebels from neighboring Sierra 
Leone, but this time he said he was sure the Sierra 
Leonean Government was not involved. Well, Sierra 
Leone’s deputy foreign minister, Mr. Stevens, has just 
returned from a visit to Liberia where he has been having 
talks with all the factions, including the NPFL, and 
today, he has been reacting to what Charles Taylor said 
yesterday as Victor Silver reports in this telex from 
Freetown: 


[Begin announcer recording] Dr. Augustine Stevens said 
in Freetown that yesterday's interview on Focus by 
Charles Taylor underscored that ULIMO had never been 
a Sierra Leone factor but a Liberian problem. Asked if 
this recent ULIMO action reported by Charles Taylor 
would affect the peace process timetable, Dr. Stevens 
said that any renewed hostilities, even within Libera 
itself, would adversely affect the Yamoussoukro accord, 
especially those portions dealing with the disarming and 
encampment of all the warring factions, including 
ULIMO. 


Observers here interpret that as a plea to ULIMO to lay 
down its arms for the benefit of all those involved in the 
peace process. A ULIMO spokesman contacted in 
Freetown could not comment on the recent reported 
fighting, but he gave the impression that not a single 
ULIMO personnel had crossed into Liberia from Sierra 
Leone. He described it as a purely in Liberia skifmish. 
Dr. Stevens, who arrived in Freetown last week after a 
third round of talks in Liberia, said that the discussions 
with NPFL officials went without a hitch and that the 
NPFL was now satisfied and had accepted Sierra Leone 
as an integral component of ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group], the West Afncan peacekeeping force, something 
the NPFL had always kicked against. 


On the establishment of a buffer zone within Libera on 
the border areas of the two countries, Dr. Stevens said 
that it was only moments away. He said that detailed 
plans had been laid out and some 2,000 troops had been 
identified and were on standby, ready to move in any 
time now. Although he conceded that the Mano River 
Union bridge and areas around it are still in NPFL 
hands, Dr. Stevens was optimistic that with ECOMOG 
forces poised to take up positions in the south from the 
bridge up to the northernmost part in Kailahun, NPFL 
forces in those areas would soon withdraw in the spirit of 
the accord. It is expected that Senegalese troops will be 
mainly deployed in this southern buffer zone. [end 
recording] 
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Senegalese Troops To Man Border Buffer Zone 


AB1202131092 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 12 Feb 92 


[Text] Between | 500 and 2.000 Senegalese troops are to 
man the buffer zone between Liberia and Sierra Leone in 
keeping with the Yamoussoukro IV Accords, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Dr. Augustine Stevens said in an inter- 
view with SLENA (?today). Dr. Stevens, who returned to 
Freetown after leading a government delegation to the 
Liberian capital, Monrovia, last week, disclosed that Ae 
establishment of a buffer zone is, as he put it, [word 
indistinct} because all plans for its execution have been 
laid out by ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. Dr. 
Augustine Stevens said the buffer zone wil! run from the 
southern point in Pujyehun, by the bridge facing Zimi to 
the northern point in Kailahun. 


Togo 


Cabinet Adopts Budget; To Meet With Military 


AB0802154592 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1900 GMT § Feb 92 


{Excerpts} The weekly meeting of the Council of Minis- 
ters took place this morning at the Counsel d’Entente 
palace in Lome under the chairmanship of the Prime 
Minister and leader of the transition government, Mr. 
Joseph Koffigoh. Illegal fuel sales on the roadside, prob- 
lems connected with the traditional chieftancy. and the 
establishment of an administrative police, were some of 
the issues discussed at that meeting. Here 1s government 
spokesman Mr. Jean Yao Degli with the details. 


[Begin recording] [passage omitted] The government 
examined in a second reading the draft constitution and 
the bill on the organization of a constitutional refer- 
endum. The Council of Ministers also examined in a 
second reading and adopted the |992 budget proposal! 
which was balanced in revenue and expenditures at 
FCFA 95.71 billion, an increase of 2.79 percent over the 


1991 budget. 


Finally, the Council of Ministers decided to set up a 
meeting between the government and the Togolese 
Armed Forces to exchange views on the new social 
contract. [end recording] 


Opposition Parties Hold ‘Mammoth Rally’ 


AB0902194192 Lome Radio Lome in French 
0600 GMT 9 Feb 92 


[Text] A mammoth rally organized by |2 opposition 
political parties was held yesterday afternoon at the 
Lome Municipal Stadium with over 100,000 partici- 
pants from Lome and its environs. Here is a report by 
Ayaovi Gadegbekou: 
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[Begin Gadegbekou recording] At this rally, Leopold 
Nyininvi, secretary general of the Democratic Conven- 
tion of African Peoples, CDPA, expressed his wish to see 
the opposition present a sole candidate for the upcoming 
presidential election slated for the secon¢, fortnight in 
June. Mr. Nyininvi urged all the opposition leaders to 
place themselves above personal ambiticns in order to 
frustrate the plans of antidemocratic forces. 


Edem Kojo, chairman of the Togolese Union for Democ- 
racy, UTD, for his part, asked all Togolese, whether from 
the North or the South, to massively mobilize themselves 
for the victory of democracy. 


As for Zariko Ayeva, chairman of the Party for Democ- 
racy and Renewal, PDR, he thought that all the condi- 
tions have not been met to implement the electoral 
timetable recently adopted by the government. He noted 
the wave of insecurity, the need for a good census, and 
the presence of foreign observers. 


The new electoral timetable, worked out by the national 
conference, allows for four general elections in the first 
semester of this year: a constitutional referendum and 
municipal, legislative, and presidential elections. [end 
recording] 


Soldiers Clash With Civilians, 25 Injured 


AB1402143092 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1900 GMT 11 Feb 92 


[Text] Unfortunate incidents took place at Dapaong. 
Sone Prefecture, yesterday between soldiers of the 
Nikomba Military Camp and civilians. Following 
unconfirmed reports that a soldier had been molested by 
civihans, a commando of about 30 men attacked some 
districts in the town of Dapaong. Informed immediately. 
the camp commander went to ask the soldiers to with- 
draw. Some young people then attacked the commander 
and burned his vehicle. Informed of the situation, a 
delegation of senior officers of the Togolese Armed 
Forces went to the scene along with the prefect of Sone, 
Tabouare Ekpindjal, to restore calm to the town and to 
calm the people down. According to hospital sources, 25 
people sustained minor injunes and did not need to be 
hospitalized. 


Investigations are under way to establish the source of 
the rumor that caused the test of strength. It is proper to 
recall that in the building of a law-abiding state, no one 
has the nght to take the law into his own hands 


It must also be pointed out that a shop at a place called 
Akosombo in Lome was ransacked in the night of 9 
Apni. Armed men fired in the air at 0200 before com- 
mitting their cnme and running away. 
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Soldiers Demonstrate in Lome 


AB1202163292 Paris AFP in French 1507 GMT 
12 Feb 92 


[Text] Lome, 12 Feb (AFP}—Some Togolese soldiers 
demonstrated today around the camp of the Combined 
Services Regiment (RIT) in downtown Lome, firing in 
the air, witnesses said. 


These soldiers, who numbered between 200 and 300, 
were from the 3d Infantry Battalion. They were 
demanding that their commander, who had been trans- 
ferred, be returned to his post. The soldiers went later to 
Lome II, President Gnassingbe Eyadema’s residence, to 
present their gnevances, according to a communique 
from the presidency. 


General Eyadema recalled the “exigencies of the democ- 
racy,” which for soldiers entails respect for the “internal 
regulations, hierarchy, and discipline.” the text of the 
communique said. 


The soldiers were also demanding the payment of allow- 
ances, according to informed sources. The finng of 
shois—which did not cause any injumes—caused panic 
among the people living around the camp. 


Sporadic protest movements have taken place over the 
past few weeks in several Togolese Army units (| 2,000 
men), where soldiers have openly challenged their semior 
officers and made several demands. 


The head of state and supreme commander of the Armed 
Forces have intervened on several occasions in order to 
restore calm to these units. 


Communique Reassures Population 
AB1302085092 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1900 GMT 12 Feb 92 


{Communique issued by Mr. Aboudou. minister delegate 
at the prime minister's office in charge of the Togolese 
Armed Forces in Lome on |2 February] 


[Text] This morning, gunshots were heard at the Togo- 
lese Inter-Service Regiment Camp. We hereby want to 
reassure the population that the shots were fired in the 
air by soldiers who wanted to convey their gnevances 
about materials to their superiors. Later, the head of 
State and supreme commander of the Armed Forces 
received these soldiers at his Lome II private residence 
and expressed his disapproval of such methods. He 
strongly reminded them of the imperatives of discipline 
and respect for hierarchy which must characterize the 
men of the Togolese Armed Forces. This 1s necessary, he 
said, to avoid jeopardizing the ongoing democratic pro- 
cess. 
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Eyadema, Koffigoh Meet on Security 
AB1402151092 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1230 GMT 13 Feb 92 


{Text} The head of state, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
met with Prime Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh at his 
Lome II private residence this morning, along with the 
chairman of the High Council of the Republic [HCR], 
Monsignor Philippe Kpodzro. The discussions lasted 
about three hours. The foreign and cooperation minister, 
Abdou Toure Tchiaka was also present at the meeting. 
The meeting was in line with the periodic consultations 
that have been going on for some time now between the 
heads of the various transition bodies. A final commu- 
nique was issued at the end of the tripartite meeting and 
is read here by Sam Claude Johnson: 


[Begin recording] The president of the Republic and 
head of state, the HCR chairman, and the prime min- 
ister, met at the Lome II residence this morning to 
review the national and international! situation. On the 
international level, the three officials discussed the place 
Togo occupies on the international scene in this era of 
general economic and political crises on the Afncan 
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Continent. They expressed satisfaction with the impor- 
tance accorded Togo on the international scene. They 
decided to strive to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
and cooperation with all peace-loving countries. They 
stressed, in particular, the need for African integration 
and the role Togo should play in the implementation of 
the plan for a concrete economic community 
decided at the last OAU summit in Abuja. On the same 
issue, they expressed their wish to see Togo play a more 
active role in the consolidation of African unity. 


Later, the prime minister and the head of state continued 
the discussions on national issues. They discussed secu- 
rity and the protection of persons and goods. On this 
issue, the president of the Republic, head of state, 
commander in chief of the Army, and the prime min- 
ister, head of government and minister of defense, 
expressed satisfaction with the improvement in our 
country’s social and political climate. They decided to 
strengthen anticrime measures. After reviewing the 
national situation, they called on financial backers for 
continued support to Togo in her struggle to achieve a 
democratic society through a peaceful transition period. 
{end recording] 
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